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• YOU DON 'T HAVE T O  BE A PROFESSIONAL OR EVEN AN AMATEUR SCIENTIST TO JOIN US. 

O RGANIZATION 

T h e  legal and financi al affairs of t he Society are m anaged by a Board of Trustee s in accord ance with 
the laws of t he State of New Jersey. The Society is also c ounse lled by a p anel of prominent scientists,  
which is designated t he Sci e ntifi c  Advi sory B o ard. 

IM P ORTANT NOTICES 

• The Soci ety is  c ompletely apolitical. 
• It do es not acc ept m ateri al on, or presume to comment upon any aspects of Hum an Medicine or P sy­

c hology; t he Soci al Sci ences or L aw; Religion or Ethics.  
• All cont rib utions, b ut not membership dues,  are t ax deductib le , pur suant t o  the United State s In­

ternal Revenue Cod e. 
• T h e  Soci ety i s  unab le to offer or render any services w hatsoever to  non-members. F urther, t he 

Society doe s  not hold or e xpress  any corporate views,  and any opinions e xpressed by any m embers i n  it s 
publi c ations are those of t he authors alone. No opinions e xpress ed or statements made by any-member s 
by word of mout h  or in print m ay be construed a s  those of t h e  Society. 

PUBLIC ATIONS 

Our publishin g schedule i s  four quarterly issues of PURSUI T ,  dated January , April, July ,  and October,  
and numbered as a nnual v olumes - Vol. 1 being 1968 and before;  Vol. 2 ,  196 9, and so o n .  The se are 
mailed at the end of the month. (Membership and our quarterly j ournal PURSUIT is $10 per year. Subscri p­
tion .to PURSUIT ,  without membership benefits ,  for libraries only ,  is  $8 for 4 issue s . )  Order forms for b ack 
i ssues will be s upplied on r e qu e st. 

PURSUIT is listed in Ulrich ' s  International Periodicals Directory and in the Standard Guide to  Periodi­
cals; and is abstracted in Abstracts of Folklore Studies.  It is also available from University Microfilm s ,  
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GUIDELIN ES FOR SUBMITTING MAN USC RIPTS 

SITU members and friends are encouraged to s ubmit articles for possible publication in Pursuit. If 
unable to write an article , s ubmit the results of  your research (newspaper clippings , repli es to lette rs ,  
photographs , c hart s ,  drawings and c omments).  

You do not have to  b e  a p rofessional w riter  or  scientist t o  prepare manuscripts for this j ournal. Manu­
scripts should be submitted t o  SITU, P ursuit editor , R . D .  1 ,  Columbia, New Jersey 078 3 2 .  Please do not 
submit handwritten manuscript s .  All manuscripts must be typed on 8¥2 x 1 1 -inch white paper ,  double­
spaced,  on only one s ide of each pag e .  The first page of the manuscript s hould c arry the title ,  dat e ,  
author's  name , SITU membership N o .  ( i f  any) ,  author ' s  professional affiliation ( i f  any ) ,  and mailing ad­
dre s s .  Each s ubsequent page should have the page number typed in the upper left hand corner followed by 
the author's  last name.  
ILLUSTRATIONS AND TABLES 

All illustrati ons s hould be submitted as india ink drawings or  good quality gl ossy black-and-white 
photographs .  Legends s hould be typed on separate s heets of paper w ith appropriate identifying numbe rs.  
E ach illustration s hould have a label  affixed to the back with the following information : figure number ,  
nam e  o f  author,  and arrow indicating top . 

Each table s hould be typed double-spaced on a separate sheet of 8¥2 x 1 1-inch paper and should in­
c lude t he t able number and t itle . The author ' s  last name s hould be typed in the upper left hand corner .  
REVIEW AND PUBLICATION 

All manuscripts will be reviewed by one or more members of the editorial board of P urs uit ,  and all will 
b e  s ubj ect to c opy editing . Authors will  b e  notified at the ,.time of editorial action . A typescript of e dited 
copy will be  submitted t o  the author for approval if maj or editing is necessary. Manuscripts will usually 
be retained in SITU files.  Photographs will be returned i f  a stamped s elf-addressed envelope is enclosed,  
but it is  re quested that photos and documents be submitted for retention in the  permanent SITU fil e s .  
REFERENCES 

Refe re nces , if any ,  should be numbered and typed double-spaced at the end of the manusc ript .  The 
following information s hould be g iven in refe rence citations : names of all authors , c omplete title of article 
cited, name of journal or periodical , v olume number ,  page number ,  month and year of publication , and (if  a 
book ) rrame>:of publisher . · · · 

SUBJECT MATTER 
Articles published in Pursuit are in keeping with the interests and obj e ctives of the Society , as first 

detailed  by t he late Ivan T. Sanderson in 1 968 .  Briefly , these include two main c ategories :  ( 1 . )  New 
scientific discoveries incorporating a paradoxical or "unexplained "  e lement , ( 2 . )  True Forteana,  which we 
lightheartedly c all "Chaos and Confusion . "  These are the r e al mysteries and unexplaineds , usually known 
as Fortean Phenomena in memory of Charles Fort who first broke through t he confines of orthodoxy and 
published four books of facts and speculation on the subj ect.  
RIGHTS AND P RIVILEGES 

Every article pub lished in P ursuit is  automatically c opyrighted by SITU, but authors may freely use 
their own articles in other  publications without encumbrance .  When doing so, the original publisher should 
be  cited as follows : P ursuit, the Journal of The Society for the Investigation of the Unexplained ,  Columbia,  
New Jersey. Permission t o  quote from or reproduce articles in whole or in part by persons other than the 
authors must b e  granted by SITU, and such permission must be  in w riting. 

The Society is pleased to inform our members t hat there have been some changes made at Headquarters , 
Instead of one office , we now have thre e .  This has been b r o�ght about by completely remodeling what was 
formerly the dining room , living room , and two bedrooms of the old Headquarters.  The t hree attractive 
offices t hat have evolved are due primarily to the efforts of Carl Zwerver ( and family) ,  and it is with much 
more than just appreciation and gratitude that we extend to him our thanks for al l that he has done for 
SITU.  
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EDI T ORIA L· 

UPDATE ON F ORTEANA 

When Ivan T. Sande rson founded t his Society over a decade ago he put forth some very intelligent 
ground rules including a b an on " any aspects of Human Medicine or Psychology; the Social Sciences or 
Law; Religion or Ethics " .  At that time those subj ects  seemed remote from the Fortean interest in unknown 
anim als,  meandering nocturnal lights, geographic anomalies and archaeological conundrums . The past 
decade, however, has seen a dramatic change in the overall approach to these matters . Psychiatrists, 
psychologists and s ociologists are now dee ply involved in UFO re search . All of t he once-strictly-physical 
science s are merging into a superscience which is actively exploring so-called innerspace as well as the 
visible universe . Even religion is being absorbed into this superscience . 

Behind the closed doors of s cientific academies all over the world, le arned men are discussing parallel 
unive rses, anti-matter, t he possibility of extraterrestrial life and the nature of reality itself. Realms which 
were once the exclusive d omain of a handful of Fortean researchers are now public p rope rty. A Golden 
Age of Forteana has arrived w ith surprising and unexpected s uddenness . Ufology, once considered to be 
the hobby of cranks, has attained respectability . Popular books, s uch as the phe nomenally successful 
The Bermuda Triangle by Charles Berlitz, are turning a large segment of the population int o  amateur 
Forte an s .  Television and motion picture documentaries on For:tean subj e ct s  are assaulting the  public's 
senses. Newspapers are filled w ith s ober accounts of new breakthroughs at Loch Ness, and in Abominable 
Snowman research. Occult s ubj ects, s ne ered at a few years ago, are now b eing studied at major universi­
tie s .  

W e  could choose to  ignore this e x plosion and g o  about our quiet  way, collecting "ange l hai r "  and 
catalo gin g t he mischievous appearances of kangaroos in the American countryside . But this Society has 
become a recognized leader in the Fortean field worldwide . To maintain that leadership it  must bend, if 
e ve r  so cautiously, in t he winds of change . Certain aspects of psychology and parapsychology (or para­

physics) belong in the pages of t his j ournal. The exciting exploration of innerspace has become a natural 
extension of our other interest s .  Even the important new s tudies  of religious apparitions demand our 
attention. 

During our first years of existence, SITU and Pursuit were dominated by Ivan Sanderson 's towering 
inte llect .  Now that Ivan i s  no longer with us we call upon all members and friends to contribute to  th ese 
page s .  In addition, we expect to  offer articles by highly qualified, recognized authorities in all of the 
aforementioned inte rlocking areas of interest . 

The sociological impact of UFOs may prove t o  be more important than the UFOs th emselve s .  The 
psychological effects of monsters and sea serpents on their witnesses may provide us with the most valid 
clues to their exact nature . Fish falling from the sky may tell us s omething about the eccentric composi­
tion of s pace, time and parallel  universe s .  Above all, a coordinated effort to explore all of these seeming­
ly d isparate fields in a cohesive manner may well uncover some remarkable  new facts about the human 
race itself and its ultimate place in the cosmos.  

This is what our Society is al l about . 

- - John A. Keel 
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LI TERA RY CHA OS A ND CONF USI ON 

M R . F O R T  

I recently d id some d igging into t he question of 
the reception accorded to t he b ooks w ritten by Charles 
Fort . As one might imagine, the r e viewers seemed 
rather perpleXed by the w hole business. Then,  as 
now, Fort p resented an e nigma to t he r e ader.  And 
although his very peculiar writing style c aused more 
than one reviewer t o  b alk , it w as obviously the in­
credible subject m atter of the b ooks that resulted in 
the c onfusion .  Here , w ith thanks to the H. W. Wilson 
Company (_Book Re view Digest ) and t h e  N e w  York 
Time s_ ,  we present t he Times Reviews in their entire­
ty , t ogether with summ aries of other reviews of the 
fou r  b ooks of Charles Fo rt .  

The Book o f  The Damned w as r eviewed in  t h e  
Time s o n  February 8 ,  1 92 0  b y  Maynard Shipley . His 
review is entitled " Book of the Damned. " 

" The startling t itle of this volume prepares the 
reader at the outset for something uncommon - prob­
ably bewitchingly wicked,  of a nature to be read 
with discretion , where squeamish men and women 
have no chance t o  look over one 's shoulder, and 
when the c hildren have b een sent safely off t o  bed.  
The opening paragraphs be ar out  t hat promise thus: 

A procession of the d amned . 
By the damne d ,  I mean the e xcluded.  
We shall have a p rocession o f  d ata that 

Science has excluded.  
Battalions of the accursed,  captained by 

pallio data t hat I h ave e xhumed,  will march.  
You 'il read them-or t hey'll  march. Some of them 
livid and some of them fiery and some of t he m  
rotten . 

Some of them are c orpses, skeletons, 
mummie s, twitching,  tottering, animated by 
companions t hat have been damned alive . There 
are giant s that will w alk by , t hough sound 
asle ep. There are thin gs that are t he orems and 
things t�at are r ags: they'll  go b y  like Euc lid  
arm in arm with the  spirit of anarchy. Here and 
there will flit little harlots. Many are clowns. 
But many are of the highest respectability . 
Some are

· assassins. The re are pale stenches 
and gaunt superstitions and mere shadows and 
lively malices:  whims and amiabilities. The 
naive and the pedantic and t he bizarre and the 
grotesque and t he sincere and the insincere, the 
profound and the puerile . 

"But after that, e xcept that the jerky, Rabelaisian 
trick of style is maintained throughout t he ne arly three 

by David Weidl 

hundred tedious pages, it is all painfully and bore­
somely commonplace .  What the author seems to mean­
if he m eans anything - is that science and w orldly 
sentiment exclude from the realm of possibility various 
phenomena w hich actually have existed.  Like the  
farmer who , when he first saw a giraffe - or w as it  a 
rhinoceros? - declared d ogmatically, -'There ain ' t  no 
such animal . ' · So the b ook is filled with alleged au­
thenticated reports of r e d ,  blue and pink snow , live 
frogs embedded in ice falling from the clouds, mete­
orites of  unknown substance ,  flakes of snow seven 
inches in diameter ,  and so on.  The assertions about 
these c urious visitations are t he e xcluded , or 'damn­
e d , ' facts- about w hich t he author w rites. Whether he 
reaches any conclusion in c onnection t herewith ,  or 
what that conclusion is if he d oes r e ach it ,  is so 
obscured in t he m ass of w ords - ·a quagmire of 
pseudo-science and que er  speculation - that the 
average re ade r  will find himself e ither b uried alive 
or  insane b e fore he r e aches the e nd .  But the v ery 
que e rness; of the book may be its salvation .  There are 
persons, perhaps living in Gre enwich Village , w ho 
may enj oy puzzling through it . "  

The C atho li c  World, J une issue , is not much more 
frie ndly : "To read of t hem is to  be inspired with an 
interest w hich has no need of the b ook 's sensational 
titl e ;  nor is it increased by the author 's  quasi-scien­
tific speculations which he presents in a staccato 
style that soon produc es the wearying e ffect  o f  a 
serie s  of e xplosions. " Nation , April 1 0 : " The Book 
of The · Damne d r eminds one of Harnack 's characteriza­
ti6n of- the gnostic work Pistis Sophia as 'dedicated 
to the propaganda of systematic idiocy . '  " 

Neverthele ss, Bani & Liveri ght made some money 
on the b ook , and Fort picked up a c onsiderable follow­
ing , even in places outside of Greenwich Village . New 
L ands appeared in 1 923 . The Times review by R. 
Heylbut Wollstein was entitled "Those Terrible 
Astronomers. " 

" The author of the v olcanic Book of The Damned 
has put forth a further chapter in his opus of inverted 
damnation . The pages at hand, w hich he styles, 
'banners in a cosmic procession,' champion - and 
most vigorously - the c ause of certain astronomical 
hypotheses w hich are not recognized according to t he 
accepted t heories of that science .  Hence, possibly , 
the vigor .  

" New L ands has a d ouble purpose . It  scourges, 
abuses and flays astronomy and astronomers for 
clingin g to t heir data that cause t hem to disregard 
Mr. Fort 's  t heories which are then built up upon 
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Fort at his super checkerboard . 

(Credit : Damon Knight 
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the foundation of t heir  own data.  Clearly , t he point 
at issue is less a question of d ogmatically following 
data at all, than of w hose observations are to be 
acc epted . 

"There are three principal t he ories which Mr.  Fort 
defends . He pres ents proof, tinctured w ith polemic 
and arguments , colored· with anathema, to establish :  
First ,  that t he ·earth i s  s t ationary , neither revolving 
upon an axi s ,  nor moving in an orbit ;  s econdly , that 
the stars,  inst,e ad of being luminous celestial bodie s ,  
are b ut openings in an encasing,  shell-like matter 
that s urrounds the e arth ,  and lastly - and most 
importantly - that not only a re the planets much 
nearer to us than scientists (with a hissing of  t he S) 
suppo s e ,  but that t he re exi st. unnamed,  unadmitted 
bodies in the sky , the n e w  lands,  that lie close to us 
indeed,  sending out manife stations in the form of 
ships ,  horses and human b odie s ,  no higher  than the 
clouds ; phenomena which s imple folk have s een and 
interpreted as spiritual v i sitations.  

" Chief  among Mr.  Fort ' s  arguments i s  t he fact that 
the present orthodox astronomy was ,  in the d ays of 
its (unfounded) infancy , a heresy against t he t hen 
reigning d ogmas . -Just  as surely , -c ontinues the w riter ,  
will  t here c om e  new_ discoveri e s  t hal w ill; in theil  
turn ,  shatter the standards and theories that are now 
generally accepted.  Mr. Fort ' s  favorite method of 
proof  s e ems to consist in lining up an array of d ata 
s up porting his beliefs ,  and in matching it w ith a 
c ohort of c arefully ·selected errors in t he field of  
orthodox astronomy . For e xample ,  on page 3 6  he draws 
a scathing t able of astronomical authorities w ho re­
rorded the passing of an 'unknown body ' across the 
disc of the s un upon a cert ain d ate , adding that 
according to eminent e vidence the planet Mercury did 
cross t he disc of the  s un at exactly that tim e .  Turn­
ing, then ,  to page 1 1 6, the reader d iscovers a s eries 
of  pages g iven over t o  an enumeration of testimony -
'reports of s ome of t he b e st-known astronomers ' -
concerning t h e  observation of m any 'unknown worlds ' 
- the new lands.  Remembering the Merc ury fiasco,  
might it  be possible to  e stablish s om e  sort of  anal­
ogy ? "  

The Boston Transcript, December 26, 1 9 2 3 :  "An 
amazingly interesting book , whether Mr. Fort be re­
garded as a mar-vel o r  as a madman . "  

The S pringfi e ld Republi can , January 2 ,  1 924 : 
New L ands may be s aid t o  be a diverting if un­

availing fusion of  fact ,  fancy and philosophY. The 
large e lemerit of fancy . m ay not impress the average 
reader  as w ell c alculated to  contribute strength or 
durability t o  the resulting literary alloy. " 

Eight y ears later Fort p roduced Lo! Maynard 
Shipley reviewed it in the March -1, 1 93 1  i ssue , under 
the title  "Charles Fort , Enfant Terrible of  Science . "  
This i s  probably the kindest ,  and mo.st perceptive of  
the major reviews . 

" A  few months ago Edmund Pearson rather went 
uut of his way to c lassify Charles Fort ' s  two b oo k s ,  
The Book o f  T he Damned and New Lan ds among 
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fre aks and c uriosities  o f  literature . Those b ooks 
appeared in  1 9 1 9  and 1 923, respectively. The c ost of  
the re search involved in their preparation w as the 
author's eyesight.  On his g radual recovery he went to 
work on the third of  a s erie s  whic.h i s  unique in the 
history of literature and science .  This third book is 
simply and eloquently entitled,  ' L o ! ' 

" �  Pearson and some others , the appearance of 
a new book by Charle s  Fort is a r e al e vent to t he 
rather small coterie of his e arly and ardent admirers.  
Ranged on the other  side are the  unchangeably c on­
servative and the d istrusting of  bold flights of imagi­
nation in scientifi c  fields.  Fort ,  it i s  t rue , w rites 
thrillers - n on-fictional t hrillers , b ut more melo­
dramatic than any mystery novel yet published .  He is 
rash ; he  ventures w here angels fear to tread ; oft en 
his d aring overtops his knowledge.  But his data - if 
not his conclusions - are t horoughly grounded and 
he is perhaps the enzyme o rthodox science most needs.  

"The ' Damned, ' to Fort , are the  facts r e ported -
usually in s cientific j ournal s ,  s ometimes in the con­
temporary press - which are t hen discarded or  ignored 
because they d o  not fit in. They are 'believe it or not ' 
ite m s  which it is difficult t o  acc ept but impossible ,  
i n  all honesty, to  i gnore . A description o f  his w ork 
without acquaintance w ith it would necessitate too 
exten sive quotation . He is the enfant terrible of 
science , bringing t he family skele tons to the dinner  
table w h en distinguished g uests are present .  

" It  is  not  surprising t hat some of t h e  literary s pon­
sors of his latest b ook , unfamiliar w ith the methods 
and achievements of s cienc e ,  should rather overdo 
themselves and harm their idol by too uncritical and 
exaggerated excite me nt .  

" For the genuine service. Fort  does to legitimate 
scientific inquiry is more or less stultified by his 
lack of c omprehension of s cientific method , particu­
larly in astronomy . Perhaps the astronomers are all 
working on a false trai l ;  perhaps Fort ' s  t h eories and 
conclusions (which c annot here be detailed,  s ince 
without his mass of data they would only repel the 
unacquainted reader )  are c orrect ; but astronomers are 
not the ne gligent and sle epy fellows he opines them 
to b e .  They work unceasingly and fruitfully , if  not in 
tJ:le ways Charles Fort would direct them to.  

"Discount ,  however,  every one of Fort ' s  hypothe­
ses, and the solid body of his data remains - a life­
work in itself. To the man 's utter sincerity and in­
credible energy I c an t e stify without reservation. The 
mind curious about this w o rld and its phenomena will 
find b e sides in his books a store of e xciting material 
uniquely presented , such as no other author c an offer .  
The people who will become thorough Forteans are 
those w ho pored over Jules Verne in their youth and 
were graduated from him to the Ignatius Donnelly of 
Atlanti s and Ragnarock ; but Fort is  more t hrilling 

than Verne and far better documented than Donnelly . 
"There is no describing such a book as Lo! All 

that c an be d one is to recommend its reading - and to 
c aution the r e ader to hold on meanwhile to s ober,  



unimaginative, d ogmatic s.cience, with all its errors. 
Reading Fort is a ride on a comet; if the traveler 
return to earth after the j ourney,  he will find , after 
his first dizziness has worn off, a new and exhilarat­
ing emotion that will c olor and correct all his future 
reading o f  less heady scientific literature." 

The New York World , February 1 3 , 1 93 1 : "Appar­
ently Fort is the k.ing o f  clippers. He has snipped 
strange bits of information from all sorts of periodi­
cals with t he most profound confidence in the accuracy 
of the report. He tells not w hat a man s aid about 
showers of mud , red glows in the sky, but what some 
periodical reports the man to have s aid. He t akes for 
granted at once t hat when a layman discovers a new 
star he routs all the scienti sts who have b een engag­
ed in looking for it." 

The last book of Charles Fort w as called Wi ld 
Talents ." This review , unsigned , a ppeared in the 
Tim es for June 1 2 ,  1 93 2; under the heading "Mind 
and Matter." 

"Here is surely as wild and weird a book as was 
ever written , except , perhaps , the author ' s  previous 
work s ,  Lo!  . New L an ds and others, all s omewhat 
similar in metnoa, purpose and style. Mr. Fort de­
scribes himself at the b eginning of the s econd chap­
ter as a 'collector of notes upon s ubjects that have 
diversity.' To illustrate this rather cryptic account of 
himself he g oes on with instances,  ' such as devia­
tion from eccentricity in the lunar crater Copernicus 
and a s udden appearance

. 
o f  purple Englishmen ,  

stationary meteor-radiants and a reported g rowth o f  
hair o n  the head o f  a mummy.' But his int erest i s  
especially enlisted,  he says, by relations and alleged 
coincidences between things and happenings. What if, 
he asks with the poking, prying investigating mind of 
the scientist , s ome of t hem s hould not b e  c o inei­
dences ? 

And there you have the embryo of t he b ook. It is  
full of items from newspapers ,  some of them of ordi­
nary nature and s ome unusual and intriguing. These 
are c ollected into c hapters that deal , separately,  with 
happenings of a more or less similar c h aracter. One 
of t hem , for instance, masses t ogether items about 
two dead bodies being found c lose together at the 
same time, another s imultaneous disappearances ,  or 
curious accidents occurring at about the s ame time, 
or other happenings that s eem to  have s ome sort of 
unexplainable relationship to one another or  to s ome­
thing else. And there is g iven a good deal of spac e  to 
citation and accounts of w eird incidents t hat s eem to  
transcend all natural law.  There was a man in Eng­
land, for instance, who c ouldn 't be hanged b ec ause 
the trapdoor of the gallows repeatedly would not drop 
when he stood on it ,  the dog which could not be lost ,  
the woman who could not  b e  pushed,  and so  on. 

"All these items are considered and discussed in 
a style as whimsical and unusual as the book itself, 
a style that goes warily around its theme, makes 
tentative s uggestions, b reaks off in the middle of  
sentences just as the author seems about to state 
some startl ing conclusion . The amount of it al l is, as 
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one gathers little by little and finally, t oward the end 
of the book , learns q uite s urely , that Mr. Fort is 
suggesting a theory , advancing the hypothesis that in 
things and people and the relations b etween them 
there dwells some s ort of power of which mankind is 
as yet only dimly and fearfully - and then only occa­
sion ally - conscious , that this is b eyond his control, 
'a wild t alent , an uncultivated , rude, unreliable 
power.' He envisages it as b eing an i llumination of 
the old controversy of the action of mind upon matter. 
a problem which,  he t hinks,  c an be ' rendered into 
thinkable terms by asking w hether mind-matter can 
act as matter-mind.' Quoting from a recently reported 
interview w ith D r. Comp�on of the University of 
Chicago the statement t hat t he new physics admits 
the possibility of t he a ction of  mind on matter, Mr. 
Fort gives s uch a power the name of 'mechanic al 
witchcraft.'  In the last chapter the author discusses 
at s ome length the famous fuel-less motor of J. W. 
Keely w hich a generation ago attracted w ide attention 
and s ees its explanation in t he influence upon the 
man who made it ,  its motivation 'a wild talent . '  Mr. 
Fort ' s  death only a few w eeks ago brings to an un­
timely end his investigations and daring hypotheses. 
It would have b een most interestin g to  see what weird 
and startling conclusions further exploration might 
have led him t o. "  

From Books, June 5 ,  1 93 2 :  " Wil d  T ale nts is  
j ust s uch another miscellaneous collection as L o !  
or Book. of The Damned .  It does not  in any way 
seriously consider what i s  known and regarded of 
scientifically unrecognized human endowments. It 
does not g o  outside the newspaper reports." 

The Saturday Re vie w of Literature , July 2, 1 93 2: 
"Just w hat is wrong with an intelligent public that 
will listen to or read such cracked wisdom, punctuated 
by w isecracks in b ad taste, or with publishers who 
write absurd blurbs to absurd book s ,  cannot b e  diag­
nosed in a sentence or  paragraph. Whether the bottom 
has dropped out o f  thinking as out of the s tack market, 
is one question ; why , is another. Except to s atisfy 
curiosity, there is no need t o  consider Wi ld Talents .  " 

The Book Review Digest summary of L o !  •From 
the files of many periodicals Charles Fort has g ather­
ed his d ata on all manner of  unexplained earthly 
phenomena t o  make t his c urious b ook. Mr. Fort is the 
p rince of skepti c s :  he d oes not believe anything; he 
takes great j oy in presuming to  explode the t heories 
of c onventional pragmatists , the weighty and solemn 
prognostications of  s cience. Mr. Fort is particularly 
interested in t h e  possibilities of t eleportation; he 
takes pains to report s uch strange occurrences as 
showers of frogs , water, ' s low falling'  stones and 
in sects from ' appearing points ' in the s kies;  and 
certain mysterious vanishin gs of people from time t o  
time - disappearances that have t roubled t he minds 
of many practic al gentlemen, including policemen, 
det ectives, and newspaper reporters." 

Burton Rascoe writing in Books :  "You can read 
Lo! in almost any way you like or in any mood your 
temperament dictates, and w hatever way you read it, 
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it is  a great b ook. You may take it as pure  fantasy 
and you w i ll find it gorgeous stuff, full of poetic 
imagery , eloquent in the g rand manner,  beautiful to 
read . You may take i t  as an intellectual hoax and s till 
you must admit it is  a marvelously contrived one , 
sati rical,  s ubtle , full of laughs at the exp ense of the 
big-wigs of s cienc e.  You may t ake it as a s ort of  
pseudo- divine revelation w ith Charles Fort  as a mere 
agent of t he higher forc e s e eking to impart knowledge 
to us , and you will have to admit that Charles Fort 
opens up neW, magic c asements upon resplendent 
vistas ." 

Reproductions of advertisements from the N e w  York 

Times, 1 92 0 ,  1 923 and 1 93 2  (not to be used for order­
ing) 

N ation , April 2 9 ,  1 93 1 :  "As a revolutionary coup 
d ' etat upon science it falls completely flat because 
it s eeks to restore t he pre-scientific method of ex­
plaining phenomena through· the operation of cosmic 
purposes and occult qualities .. . By reading Mr .  Fort ' s  
book o n e  g e t s  a v ivid s ense of what s cientific method 
delibe rately has to rej ect - the biological c ategories 
which are so spontaneous to  t he human mind and yet 
so  misleading,  the multitude of  individual facts which 
strike t he imagination and impede c lear analysi s .  Mr .  
Fort 's  book really ought to  be  adopted in all  the  
colleges as a textbook of 'don 'ts '  in  scientific 
method. "  

New York Evening Post , March 1 4 ,  1 93 1 : "You 
c an ' t  fail to b e  entertained, mystified and puzzled by 
L o !  And t hat is good.  The commonplace is life ' s  
greatest e nemy. It i s  w e ll to have h i m  routed n o w  and 
then." 
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CHARLES FORT is a delver in marvels. 
He ranges around the universe in 
search of strange phenomena. He 
hunts the preposterous, the grolesque 
and the incredible. 

From a review published in t he New York Worl d ,  
February 1 3 ,  1 93 1 :  " Apparently Fort is  the king o f  
c li ppers . He has snipped strange bits o f  i nformation 
from all sorts of periodicals with the most profound 
c onfidence in the accuracy o{ the r e port.  He tells not 
what a man said about showers of mud, r ed glows in 
the sky,  but what some periodical reports the man to 
have s aid.  H e  takes for granted at once that when a 
layman discovers a new star he routs all the s cien­
tists who have been e n gaged in lookmg for it . "  
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Supplement, May 2 8 ,  1 9 3 1 . 
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''For Every Five People Who 
Read It Four Will Go Insane" 
Charles Fort has ·tJelig�ted me �eyond all men wlw h.a,·e 
written �ooks In this world. Mounteh1nk t•r Me��1ah, 
it matter� not. Henceforth 1 am a Fortt�an, I i'clieve." 
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adventure has ever been lived or 
written; none that so flabbergasts by 
the shetlr impact of astonishing reve­
lations. 

TWENTY SIX YEARS AGO Charles 
Fort began to collect data about 
things "inexplicable". Now he offers 
a host of startling and wonderful 
conclusions based on this data. 

LO/ 
by CHARLES FORT 

author ot THE BOOK Of THE DAMNED 
woth an .ntroductoon by TIFFANY THAYER and 
.ltu,trotoon' by AlEXANDER ICING. S2 50 

CLAUDE KENDALL 
70 fiFTH AV E N U E . NEW l'OU 
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D EPAR TMENT OF LOO SE END S  

BIAS IN PERCEPTION OF FORTEAN EVENTS 

by Charles L. Wiedemann 

From early childhood each of us is trained to per­
ceive the w orld in a non-Forte an manner .  We learn 
well to analyze our surroundings within preconceived 
boundaries which distinguish "the obviously possible" 
from "the ridiculously impossible. " Few parents 
permit their children to continue believing in magic 
and fairy tales b eyond kindergarten , with the result 
that w e  become virtually b rainwashed into seeing only 
that w hich w e  expect t o  see. We are taught , in other 
word s ,  not to accurately perceive events which fall 
into SITU ' s  category of "the unexplained . " If we do 
stumble upon s uch an event , we have learned to 
deceive our minds into making an altered interpreta­
tion , t hus effectively biasing our perception . 

If a chipmunk s hould s uddenly materialize on the 
ground before our eyes , we are not at all prepared to 
perceive this as ITF or t eleportation ; we are much 
more likely to mutter something like: " Where t he 
devil did he come from ? He must have popped up out 
of  a hole in t he ground ! "  In most instances our BLIP 
(Bias Level In Perception)  is so high that the ration­
alized explanation w ill  receive instant acceptance 
and we won't e ven search for the hole in the ground! 

Or, if w e  do search , we will merely rationalize another 
simplistic answer when w e  fail to find the hole. 

To illustrate a high bias level in perception I can 
cite t he r eaction and response which two professional 
colleagues displayed upon learning about "Oliver . " 
Oliver is the recently discovered animal w hi ch i s  
being studied (by SITU and oth ers ) to  determine 
whether he represents a previously unknown primate. 
After I learned that I was to  be d irectly involved in 
the anatomical examination of Oliver , I was lunching 
with an orthodontist and a surgeon , and I detailed 
them on what I already knew about the animal. Neither 
had previously heard of Oliver. One might have ex­
pected two people of s cientific bent to have been 
greatly intere_.;ted , b ut such w as not the case. My 
sober presentation of the news that a new primate 
may have been discovered was met with n othing more 
than a few jokes and an inclination to change the 
subject ! Quite obviously this represented a high 
BLI P .  If the same two gentlemen were brought face to 
face with Oliver , one c an imagine that they might 
jokingly exclaim : "He's just a weird Chimp , "  or 
perhaps : "He's nothing but a weird old man ! "  and then 
proceed to ignore the evidence, regardless of t he 
actual nature of t he evidence. 

Even among dyed-in-the-wool Forteans,  there does 
remain the deeply rooted tendency t o  resist unorthodox 
ex planation s.  Upon learning of  a UFO or  a t oad in a 
stone we immediately s earch our brains for a "conven-

tional " or "logical " explanation.  This approach is not 
necessarily wrong, and in fact it is  absolutely essen-
tial to honest scientific study , so long as it does not 
put blinders on people; unfortunately it w ould seem 
that far too  many otherwise intelligent persons are 
absolute in their adoption of a non-Fortean viewpoint . 

This writer and his wife had occasion in 1 974 to 
be close eyewitnesses to a decidedly remark able 
" unexplained "  or Fortean event.  While parked facing a 
highway ,  my wife and I s aw plainly that there was no 
t raffic moving from t he left , and only one large trailer­
t ruck entering our field of vision from our r ight . Imme­
diately after t he truck passed in front of us there was 
an air-rending crash as the truck collided w ith an 
automobile which had not been there prior to the 
collision. There w as very little damage t o  the huge 
truck ,  but even before I ran across the highway I 
"knew "  the d river of the car was dead . He had died 
instantly , crushed behind the steering wheel and 
in strument panel which had been forced b ack merci­
les s ly into his chest.  After t he s hock of w itnessing 
this death had b egun to wear off, my w ife and I dis-

. cus sed t he incident.  Both agreed t hat the automobile 
had s eemed to appear from nowhere d irectly in the 
path of  the speeding truck ; neither d river had had time 
to apply his brakes . Yet ,  to this d ay we have never 
totally accepted t he evidence b rought to us by our 
eyes . Neither of us can b ring himself t o  declare: " Yes , 
I did indeed witness ITF or teleportation . " However , 
we can at least consider ITF as· a possibility (due to 
our low BLIP),  unlike t he average witness who w ould 
totally discount such a possibility regardless of what 
his eyes told him (high BLIP ) .  

Members of SITLJ and other readers of  Pursuit can 
strive actively to lower their BLI P .  Firs t ,  be ever on 
the lookout for happenings in the category of "the un­
explain ed . "  Second ,  do not so  readily dismiss a 
potential Fortean event with a r ationalized logical 
explanation . Remain on the scene long enough to make 
careful observation s ,  measurements and notes ; inter­
view other witnesses ; take photographf; No SITU 
member should e ver be without a small pocke t c amera. 

A picture made w ith the cheapest of cameras may 
prove hundreds of times more valuable t han the best 
verbalization of UFO or ABSM s ightings ! And most 
important of all . . .  report what you have seen ! Type 
a letter or short article w hile the incident is v ery 
fres h in your mind,  and s end it t o  SITU . How many 
fragments of the overall Fortean puzzle have b een 
lost s imply b ecause. the observers did not tell others 
of their experiences ? In this way we w ill be working 
toward a lowering of bias level in perception , and 
toward an ever-improved in vestigation of the unex­
plained. Who knows . . . we might discover that 
Fortean phenomena are not nearly s o  rare as previous­
ly believed . 
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TEST YOUR BLIP (BIAS LEVEL IN PERCEPTION ) 
How well do you accept t h e  fact t h at you do have 

biases in perception ? A three-year-old will solve the 
following puzzle b ec ause his perception is not biased . 
But c an yo u solve it ? Simply decide w hether the next 
letter (M)  belongs above or  b e lo w  the lin e :  

A E F 
B C D G 

H K L 
J 

Answer: The t h re e-year-old , who does n ot know his 
letters , w ill perceive figures m ade of straight lines 
abov e ,  and f igure s having c urved e lements bene ath 
the  lin e !  Was your personal BLIP so high that you 
failed to perceive thi s ? 
RATE YOUR F ORTEAN BLIP (BIAS LEVEL IN 

PERCEPTION) 
Class 5 BLIP (Not d esirable ) :  Strong refusal t o  accept 
the possibility of a phenomenon which i s  not explain­
ed by "logic " or  " science " ;  refusal to honestly in­
vestigate. 
Attitude: Ridicule 

Cl ass 4 · BLI P: Moderate rejection of the possibility 
of  " unexplained " phenomena; lack of int e rest in 
evidenc e .  
Attitude: Indiffe rence 

Class 3 BLI P: Marginal acceptance of  a possibility of  
"unexplain ed" phenomena; w illingness to g lance at 
some evidence . 
Atti tude; Ambivalence 

Class 2 BLI P: Acceptance of  the  possi ble e xistence 
of " unexplain e d "  phenomena; desire to examine 
evidence . 
Attitude: Interest 

Class 1 BLI P: Acceptance of the pro bable existence 
of  •unexplaine d "  phenomena. Desire t o  examine 
evidence and t o  participate in research or  e xperimen­
tation . 
Attitude: Enthusiasm 

Negati ve o ·r In verse BLIP (not d esirable ) :  Blind 
acceptance of one or more " unexplained"  phenomena 
as e stablished fact .  Illogical e spousement of "un­
popular " beliefs . Flat rej e ction of opposing arguments 
or  e vidence .  
Attitude: Irrationality 

INTERPLANETARY SIGNALING 

Reprinted from The Galaxy, Vol. 1 7 , pp.  1 26- 1 27 ,  
January 1 87 4 ;  contributed b y  Lucius Farish. 

A young Fr�nch astr�nomer. M .  Charles eros,  
j udges the  c ommg trans1t of Venus to  be  a g ood 
opportunity for a scertaining whether  there are in­
hab itan ts on that planet , and,  if so,  entering into 
relation s w ith t h�m. He s ays : "It is Qossible t h at 
Venus is inhab ited; that amon g  its inhabitants are 

astronomers ; that t he latter j udge the passage of their 
plan et across t he s olar disk to be an object  to excite 
our curiosity ; finally , it i s  possible t h at t hese sa­
van ts will strive in some w ay t o  m ak e  s i gnals to us 
at the precise moment w hen t hey might suppose that 
many telescope s  will b e  levelled at their planet . "  

Remarking on this suggestion , Stanislas Meunier of  
the  French Academy observes t hat it would be  ad­
visable to substitute Mars for Venus , and to t ake 
advantage of a t ransit of the e arth ,  visible from that 
plan et ,  for the purpose 'of mak in g signals to its in­
habitants , if  any there are . There is e ve ry ground for 
believing t h at the inhabitants of  Mars are more ad­
vanced than we in every way ,  and immensely superior 
to  those of Venus , w hich is a n ewer planet . The 
Martians would therefore be  in a better position for 
understanding our atte mpts at opening up communica­
tion t han t h e  Venerian s ,  and it is far more · likely that 
they s hould have another Charles  eros to make a 
suggestion t o  t hem s imilar to that made here on e arth 
to the French Academy w ith re gard to Venus . 

INERTIAL NAVIGATION 

This is for those of  you who always wanted to 
know exactly how the inertial navigation systems on 
submarines or  modern aircraft work . The following 
" explanation " has been making the rounds in  avi ation 
circ le s ,  and we present it  here for your edification . 

"The .equipment and ,  hence the aircraft , knows where 
it  is  at all time s .  It knows this because it  knows 
whe re it  i sn ' t .  By subtracting where it is  from where 
it  'isn ' t  (or  where it isn ' t  from where if is, depending 
on which i s  greater)  it obtains a difference or  devia­
tion . The internal guidance s ystem uses d e viations to 
generate correcti ve c ommands to fly t he aircraft from 
a position where it  i s  to  a position where it isn' t .  The 
aircraft arrives at t he position where it wasn't; con­
s e quently , the position w here it  was, i s  now the 
position where it wasn ' t .  In the e vent t hat the posi­
tion where it is now, is  not the s ame as the position 
where it  originally was n ' t ,  the system will ac quire a 
variation (variations are c aused by external factors 
and discussion of thes e  factors is beyond the scope 
of  this s imple e xplanation) .  The v ari ation is the 
diffe .rence between w here the aircraft i s  and where the 
aircraft wasn ' t .  I f  the variation is considered to be a 
signific ant factor ,  it too may be corrected by the 
internal guidance system .  The aircraft must now know 
where it  was .  The 'Thought Proces s '  of the e quipment 
is  as follows : because a variation has modified s ome 
of the navigation information which the aircraft ac­
quired,  it is not s ure w here it i s .  However ,  it is sure 
where it isn ' t  and it knows where it was .  It now s ub­
tracts where it should be  from where it wasn 't  (or 
vice-versa) and by diffe rentiating this from the alge­
braic difference between where it s houldn 't  be and 
where it was , it is able to obtain t he difference 
between its d eviation and its variation; this difference 
being c alled e rror . . . . . .  " 
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O R N I T HO L O GY (?) 

P T E R O DA C T Y L S  and T -B I R D S 
B y  C u r t  S u t h e r ly 

Readers of P ursuit may recall a mid- 1 9 75 news 
item pertaining to the discovery of  a giant winged 
reptile . The reptile , or rather its ske letal remains,  
was found in  Big  Bend N ational Park in Brewster 
County , Texas ;  the d iscoverer was Douglas A. 
Lawson , a graduate student at the University of 
California (Berkley).  According to  a report released 
by the New York Times on March 1 2 , 1 975 , and 
subse quent wire service reports,  the animal had lived 
approximately s ixty-million years ago. The prehistoric 
" bird " was reported t o  have had a 5 1-foot wingspan 
(the length of an IRT subway car, as t he Times 

note d )  which is believed to be about twic e  the wing­
span of any previously discovered pterosaur (also  
referred to  by the popular name pterodac ty l). No body­
size d imensions were released,  although the Times 
report did indicate that body dimensions are general­
ly much less overall t han the wingspan of any such 
creature . 

The Texas pterosaur is considered to b e  the  latest 
discovery in an ever-growing list of prehistoric flying 
creatures which were once lords of the skies.  Pre­
viously , the s pecies Pteranodon w as termed the 
largest of  all pterosaurs (Wingspan approximately 25 
feet) .  Now we all know differently , much to the dis­
comfo rt of certain leading paleontologists who had 
previously d enied s uch a possibility . 

"The thing that ' s  so extraordinary about this t hing 
is its tremendous size , "  said Dr.  Wann Langston , Jr . ,  
director o f  t he Vertebrate Paleontology Laboratory. 
"There ' s  never been anything like this b efore , "  he  
told  Times reporter Boyce Rensberger.  

What makes t his such a hard pill for scientists to 
swallow i s  the awe some fact t hat so large a creature 
was apparently able to lift itself from a dry surface 
and launch into the air .  Most paleontologists have at 
least doubted s uch a likelihood ; m any said  outright 
it c ould not happen .  But apparently , in some remote 
corner of our planet ' s  history, it happened ! Consider 
the sheer size of this animal : With a 5 1  foot wing­
span it actually outstretched th e width of an F-4 
Phantom fighter ,  w hich,  as any military pilot will 
affirm , is  a big plan e .  The wingspan of the Phantom , 
incidentally , is 38 feet , 5 inches. 

There is plenty of additional b ackground that 
could be inc luded here regarding the Texas pterosaur, 
but it s e ems pointless t o  recap e ve ry detail already 
re ported in the nation ' s  newspapers . Instead ,  let us 
consider a s uperficially similar winged enigma: the 
Thunderbird . . .  Like the 5 1-foot w inged skeleton , 
the thunderbird "does not exist . "  At least t he scien­
tists provide us with that piece of information when­
ever the subj ect is raised.  

Early in 1 973 I was corresponding with the late 
Bob Lyman , Sr. , (who died in 1 974 at the age of 7 9 ) ,  

a resident of  the Coudersport , Pennsylvania region 
and somewhat of  a local hi storian .  Bob w as a SITU 
member who c ompiled t wo fascinating books on the 
lore of the Pennsylvania Black Fore st : F orbidden 
Land and Amazing Indeed, each a gold mine for 
serious Forteans . 

In one of Bob Lyman ' s  lett ers he note d :  " Amazing 
lnrteed will be available before the year ' s  end.  This 
will tell  about the actual thunderbirds that all refer­
ence books agree do not exist . They are wrong.  They 
(the thunderbirds )  have always been in our Black 
Forest and are here now. Several are reported e ach 
year. " 

A long chapter of Lyman ' s  book is d evoted to 
eyewitn ess accounts of  t hunderbird s ,  including an 
observation made by Bob himself d uring 1 94 0 .  What 
follows is his o wn recollection of the event as 
chronicled in Amazing Indeed . . . 

" About 1 94 0  I s aw a huge bird which I am 
certain was a thunderbird . It was on the ground in 
the center of the She ldon Road ,  about t wo miles 
north of Coudersport . It w as b ro wnish in color.  
Legs and n eck w ere s hort . It was b etween three 
and four feet tall and stood u pright like a v ery 
large vulture . When I was about 1 5 0  feet away it  
raised to  fly . It was plain to see its w in gspread 
was e qual to the width of the roadbed,  which I 
measured and found to be 25 fee t .  I will  conce d e  
(sic ) i t  may have been 2 0  feet but no l e s s .  The 
wings were very narrow ,  not over one foot w ide.  

"How could such a bird  fly t hrough the  woods ? 
The bird I saw c ould h ave gone strai ght up the 
road and missed the t rees  but it did no such t hing.  
It  flew off at  r ight angles t o  the road , through 
dense second-growth timber and had no trouble . "  

Lyman added that other Black Forest reports have 
indicated that young t hunderbirds are brownish in 
color, and as they mature they c hange from brown to 
gray , a s  d o  South American condors . From this t he 
historian concluded :  ( 1 . )  the animal he watched was 
young (with a 25-foot wingspan ! ? ) ,  and ( 2.) the t hun­
derbirds may actually be larger,  more e lusive relatives 
of the South American condor. Before his death,  Ivan 
Sanderson proposed a s imilar suggestion -- a rela­
tionship between the two known condor species 
(South American and Andean )  and the thunderbird . 

Is it difficult t o  imagine that a great b ird may be 
hidden away in the  forests of this nation ? If Bob 
Jones can track an ABSM in N e w  Jersey , nearly any­
thing s eems possib l e !  Most people fail to realize the 
vastness of  our remaining Americ an wilderness,  t he 
presence of literally hundreds of thousands of square 
miles of forest and unpenetrated swamplands occupy­
ing huge areas from coast to coast . Something live s 
in t hese areas . Why not Bigfoot or the  thunderbird ? 



Once again , while public opinion may sway positive­
ly in these direction s ,  the primatologists and pale­
ontologists feel  reluctant to commit themselves to 
"such notion s . " Of cours e ,  the Texas pterosaur w as 
not supposed to b e  alive -- ever !  And isn' t  it inter­
e sting that t he prestigeous Smithsonian Institution , 
which publicly doubted the  reality of the Loch Ness 

,Monster s everal months ago on network television , is  
now giving t he computer-enhanced photographs taken 
by Bob Rines some serious attention ? 

It is w ell to consider t h e  physical appearance of 
the thunderbird which Lyman observed as c ompared 
to that of a once-live pterosaur . . . The description 
given by the late Mr.  Lyman is fairly standard for all 
Black Forest thunderbird s :  brown to gray in color , 
short legs and neck , relatively n arrow wings and a 
wingspan ranging from 1 0  t o  30 feet or slightly great ­
e r ,  depending on the ( estimated ) age of t h e  b i r d .  T o  
the b est of  m y  knowledge , a n d  I have spent perhaps 
as much time studying T-hird lore as any m an (with 
the exception of one other who has c amped in the 
fie ld),  there i s  nothing to s uggest that the Black 
Forest thunderbirds are anything other t han livin g ,  
b e fe athere d  fowl.  I bring this up because of t h e  pre­
ponderance of e vidence that suggests there are " rip 
o ff"  copies of s ome of our g lobe 's  untagged "mon­
ster s "  popping in and out of  our reality . (I  call  the se 
semi-real parodies  para-cre atures, and a good example 
is Big Bird which recently appeared in South Texas , 
of all plac e s .  This creature w as reported during t he 
first w eeks of 1 976 by num erous resident s ,  largely in 
the area of  San Benito in the Rio Grande Valley . It 
had large , luminous eye s ,  much as did West Virginia' s 
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Mothman in 1 96 7 ,  as reported in John Keel 's  book 
The Mothman Prophecies, 1 97 5 ,  and s eemed to  favor 
the c ompany of UFOs and e ven a para-bigfoot or two. 
The para-bigfoot , incidentally ,  left a t rail in a soft-: 
e arth field that ended mid-stride . )  

We now know , more o r  l e s s ,  w hat the t hunderbird 
is s upposed to look like . For more detailed informa­
tion I refer the reader to Robert Lyman 's  book Amaz­

ing In deed • published by The Potter Enterpri s e ,  
Coudersport , Pennsylvania,  1 6 9 1 5 .  

The pterosaur , o n  the other h and , had (according 
to all known data) leathery w ings , long t oothless 
j aws,  a spindly , flexible neck , clawed forearms that 
appeared t o  be part of the wing structure , spindly 
legs and,  in the case of the 1 975 find,  that God-awful 
5 1-foot wingspan . All of which say s ,  rather plainly , 
that the pterosaur w as not a t hunderbird , but a t rue 
winged reptile as opposed to an a vi an life form. 

Of course there is always the c hance t hat a few 
living pterosaurs are  stil l  around somewhere .  Would­
n 't that shake up t he paleontologists ? (Note : On 
February 26 , 1 97 6  The San Antonio Light published 
an account of sightings by three t e achers.  Although 
one c re ature was identified by scientists as a b lue 
hero n ,  one of  the t e achers,  Mrs. Bryant ,  w as quoted 
as s aying :  " I  have found a picture of  a prehistoric 
bird that looks more lik e this thing t han I 've  ever 
seen . . . It had a bony structu re , you know , like 
when you hold a bat by the wing tips , like it  has 
bones at the top and in b etween . "  She explained 
that an encyclopedia identified the creature as a 
pteranodon.  --Editor. ) 

B I OL O GY 
U . S.  ARMY ENDORSES BIGFOOT 

Bigfoot has received something of an endorsement 
from the U . S .  Army Corps of  Engineers . The latest  
issue of t he Washington Environmental A tlas , a c om­
pendium c ompilation of  a v ariety of data c oncerning 
the e nvironment of  the State of Washington , mentions 
Bigfoot as one of  the ecological features of the State . 
The report may b e  ordered from the Government Print­
ing Offi c e ,  but it  c osts $4 8 . 00 and c ontains only the 
following rem arks abou t  Bigfoot : 

The v ery existence of Sasquatch , or "Big Foot " as 
it is s ometimes known , is hotly disputed.  Some 
profess to be open-minded about the matter ,  although 
stating that not one piece of evidence will withstand 
serious s cientific s crutiny. Others , because of a 
particular incident or t otality of reports over the  
y ears , are  c onvinced that Sasquatch is a r e ality. 
Alleged Sasquatch hair s amples inspected by F . B . I .  
laboratories resulted in t h e  conclusion t hat no such 
hair exists on any human or presently-known animal 
for which such data are available . 

Information from alleged sightings , tracks and 
other experiences conj ures up the picture of an ape­
like creature s t anding between 8 and 12 feet  tall ,  
weighing in excess of  1 000 pounds , and t aking stride s 
of up to 6 fe et.  Plaster c asts have been made of 

tracks showing a large , S{:uarish foot 1 4  to 24 inches 
in length and 5 to 10 inches in breadth .  Reported to 
fe ed on vegetation and some meat ,  the Sasquatch. is  
covered with long hair ,  except for  the face and hands , 
and has a distinctly humanlike form. Sasquatch is 
very agile and powerful ,  with t he endurance to  cover 
a vast range in s e arch of food, s helter and others of  
its kind . It is  apparently able to see at  night and i s  
e xtremely shy , leaving minimal evidence of i t s  pres­
enc e .  Tracks are presently the best evidence of its 
existence . A short film of an alleged female Sasquatch 
was shot in northern California,  w hich,  although 
scoffed at , shows no indic ation of fabrication . 

The Pacific Northwest is generally considered to 
be the hotbed of Sasquatch activity , with Washington 
leading in number of reports of tracks or sightings 
since 1 968.  However,  r eports of Sasquatr.h-like 
creat ures are known from as far away as the Parmir 
Mountains in the U . S . S . R .  and South America. 

If Sasquatch i s  purely legendary , the legend is 
likely to be a long t ime dying.  On the other hand,  if 
Sasquatch does e xist , then with the Sas quatch hunts 
being mounted and the incre asin g human population it 
seems likely that some hard e vidence may b e  soon in 
hand.  Legendary or  actual , Sasquatch excites a great 
popular interest in Washin gton . 
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P L A N E TOLOGY 

T H E  D O DE C AT E D  G L O B E  

B y  Wil l i a in  H . W ha in o n d  

(continued from t he October 1 975 - issue) 

Editor 's  Note: The following i s  the second in­
stallment of a serialized d issertation which began in 
the October , 1 975 issue of Pursuit. Our apologies to 
the author, William H. Whamond,  w hose n ame was 
misspelled in the earlier issue. 

I t  may be w ondered w hy Sanderson' ·  and his c ol­
leagues are obsessed with the possible existence of 
rotational tendencies . Underlying all such concern 
with rotational phenomena is t he deep-seated suspi­
cion t hat rotation and g ravity are s omehow inter­
connected in a very fund amental manner . Newton 
derived his law of gravitation from study ofthe planets 
rotating around t h e  s un and rotating about their own 
axes , He att ributed the force of gravity s olely to  the 
mass of t he planets , but might t here not b e  a rotation­
al factor involved also ? If  Newton had been able to 
obtain a mass w hich itself w as not composed of a 
bunch of atoms "all s pinning like c razy , "  then perhaps 
we w ould have to agree that mass (rather than rotation)  
is  the basic c ause o f  gravity . From a s impler and 
somewhat different point of view , we may say t hat the 
"Principle of  Equivalence" is well established in 
science. For instance, we can s ay that a gyroscope 
flywheel which i s  large and massive and ·rotates 
slowly is "equivalent"  (in respect t o  performance) to a 
much smaller and less massive flywheel w hich is 
spinning at  t remendous s peed. I t  is also popularly 
known that , in a manner of s peaking,  rotation has a 
weight of its own . That is why we use flywheels .  
Moreover ,  i t  is an  accepted fact t hat gravitational 
and inertial mass are either the s ame or a t  least 
closely equivalen t .  A jet aircraft pilot subj ected t o  a 
2 . 65 G forc e cannot feel w hether he is making a 
2 . 65 G inertial turn on Earth or whether he is merely 
sitting still  on the planet Jupiter where the force of 
gravity is 2 . 65 times t hat of this planet .  The s ame 
holds true for a person riding in an elevator .  

We may even propose an elementary theory to 
account for all t hi s .  If  we adopt the accepted t heory 
of t h e  atom c omposed of a nucleus and a concentric 
shell of electron orbits , w e  c an s peculate t h at in a 
turn the nucleus and shell w ould be forced off center 
with respect to each other .  That i s ,  the neat b alance 
of al l forces within the atom would become eccentric , 
namely , a net force w ould arise in one d irection and 
would be detectable as gravity or inertia.  If t his were 
so, obviously the s ame phenomena would ari se in an 
elev ator.  The atoms c omprising the occupant may be 

j erked off center by t he acceleration of t he elevator ,  
thus p roducing the G forc es experienced by t he 
occupant. 

Now of c ourse I am not suggesting that t his is 
what actually happens.  I am merely t rying to show t hat 
although s teady c urved motion and accelerated strai ght 
motion may seem quite different ,  actually the r esult-
ing inertial forces c ould have a very simple c ommon 
cause, along with gravity . I t  is interesting to note 
that at least a decade ago t here were announcements 
made t o  the effect that t he U .S.  Air Force had funded 
a proj ect to s pin a flywheel at "unprecedented 
speeds" in order to attempt to detect a g ravitational 
effect .  

Some quite anti que notions s eem t o  persist c on­
cerning gravity . For example, we are told that New­
ton 's realization that gravity varies inversely as 
distan ce s quared is "a stupendous intellectual feat . "  
Hard ly . Gravity varies i n  that way for t he same reason 
that sound , heat , electricity and light from your 60 
watt bulb does .  A simple b ut powerful analytical 
concept t hat may be used to explain these relation­
ships is t he "solid a n gle. " Put very simply , any 
object occludes (or occ upies ) a c ertain amount of 
"solid angle" around any point . This solid angle is 
measured in steradians w hich are g iven by the 
formula: cross s ectional area of obj ect divided by 
distance to s aid point , squared . Thus , for a unit area 
at a distance r, the s olid angle occupied by such 
unit area is 1/r 2 steradians . The gravitational radia­
tion flux through this 1 / r  2 steradians of solid angle 
due t o  unit mass has b een measured and found to be 
a very small number which is called the gravitational 
constant , or o for s hort . So the gravitational force 
due to  a mass M ,  e. g.  the Eart h ' s  mass , at s aid point 
will be M t imes this or M o /r  2 exerted t hrough t his 
1 /r 2 steradians of s olid angle. Thus any other mass 
"m " occupying said unit area of 1/r 2 steradians will 
experience m times t his force, which is o mM/r 2; this 
is otherwise known as Newto n ' s  L aw of Univers al 
Gravitation . So all t hat Newton ' s  law does is to show 
that gravitation is an omni-directional radiation j ust 
like s ound,  heat , light and an explosion. 

Another piece of neo-mysticism that w e  are stuck 
with is the "inverse square" factor which we are t old 
is a uni que insight into t he deepest mysteries of 
gravity . There is nothing w hatever sacrosanct  about 
the inverse square factor.  I t  is t rue only for a point or 
a sphere - which is itself a bloated point . It can be 



proved that gravity varies inversely only (not s quared) 
and the proof is  so simple t hat anybody can under­
stand i t  by s imply referring t o  Ampere 's  Law in any 
high s chool physics textbook. This l aw s ays t hat t h e  
magnetic force d u e  t o  current in  a s hort length ( prac­
tic ally a point) of  w ire varies as the inverse s quare 
of  the d i s tance from the current. In other words , a 
law identic al in form t o  N ewton ' s. But the s hock 
comes when Ampere applies his law to  a long length 
of wire , that is, a cylinder instead of a very short 
length. It c hanges from inverse s quare to merely in­
verse ! The incontrovertible conclusion i s  that if  
Newton ' s  inverse s quare law w ere applied to  a c ylin­
der  instead of t o  a s phere , t hen i t  w ould b ecome 
an inverse law , t oo. 
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Finally , t here are the unprecedented re searches of  
the Soviet  astrophysicist ,  Dr.  Nikolai Kozyrev,  of 
Pulkovo Observatory , Leningrad , into the nature of 
t ime. As D r. Kozyrev seems to have been the first 
person able to d evise any theory of the nature of time 
w hic h is  capable of b eing verified by e xperiment ,  i t  
would s eem reasonable t o  regard him w ith t he greatest  
respect.  Although t he re is  no  mention of Kozyrev ' s  
researches i n  regard t o  gravity , he has apparently 
p roved t hat l�vitation is possible and t hat t i m e  is a 
form of energy. The intere sting aspect of his re­
se arches is t hat h e  employs gyroscopes. Perhaps 
San de rson 's  suspicion that the gyroscopic fly wheel 
effect of  large rotating masses of water  may produce 
gravity and t ime distortion effects could be substan­
tiated by Kozyrev ' s  findings ? Certainly Sanderson 's  
" anomalous foci "  would s eem t o  furnish a possible 
opportunity for large scal e  te sting of  Kozyrev ' s  ideas. 

Before rettuning t o  consider the Icosa,  i t  may be 
he lpful t o  know something about another  s imple but 
powerful  sci entific conc�pt , namely , the Principle 
of Superposition. This s imply states that whatever 
array of forces act on an obj e c t ,  and whatever man­
euvers it undergoes , t hey c an all be boiled d own into 
only two basic ingredients , a net force d irection and a 
net  t urnin g e ffect. The n e t  t urning e ffect  is c alled 
circulation. 

Now i t  b e hooves us to say a w ord or two about t he 
fundame ntals of epicyclic gearin g,  or planetary gears 
as the public calls t hem. We are t old t hat the moon 
always keeps t he same face visible t owards the e arth. 
The othe r side of the moon is  always hidden. Suppose 
that we show a certain c rater on the moon as a black 
dot (fig. 5).  If t he moon is orbiting t he earth in the 
direction shown and the crater always stays v isible 
towards th e earth ,  then t his me ans t hat the moon must 
be t urning around its own poles as well as orbiting 
the e arth. For as (fig. 5) show s ,  the crat e r  makes four 
quarter turns per orbit with each such t urn b eing 
counte r-clockwise. For simplicity w e  c ould s ay t hat 
the moon makes one o rbit and one rotation. A n e t  
circulation of 1 + 1=2. 

However,  t his  is  not t he only possible mode of 
orbiting. If we swing a ball around on a string we have 
the same orbital s ituation as obtains with the moon . 
But suppose that we weld an axle t o  a common ball 
and fix ball bearing races (fi g .  6 )  to the axle . Suppo se 
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Fig.  7 

we fix a string to t hese ball races and then swivel 
the b all  around. What happens ? 

In t his case the strin g no longer forc es the same 
side of t he ball to fac e  t h e orbital center. The orbit­
ing is  quite  d ifferent from the c ase of the moon , even 
though superficially it  seems t h e  s ame. The black dot 
wi ll  always face in t he same direction. (Why w ouldn ' t  
a heavy b all t urn about i t s  axle if  nothing is  forcing i t  
to?)  See  fi gure ( 7 ). 

One should be able to get such a ball  up to orbital 
speed faster t han when the s tring is fixed to one face 
of the bal l ,  forcing axial s pinning of the b all in a 
manner s imilar to the moon. Howeve r ,  relative to the 
circular path t h e  dot is  rotating backwards. At t h e  
t o p  o f  ( fig. 7 )  t h e  d o t  points inwards. I t  t h e n  swings 
clockwise into line w ith  t he orbit path. At b ottom it 
has swung further c lockwise re lative to the orbital 
path and so it is pointing outwards. So , re lative to 
the c ounterclockwise orbi tal pat h ,  the ball  of (fig. 7) 
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don ' t  believe i t ,  try swirling both types of ball arrange- · 
m ents : (fig .  5 )  versus (fig .  6).  Or t ry driving a t ruck 
around a c urve , loaded with a heavy concrete cylinder ,  
as in (fi g .  7 ) .  The d river wil l  say ,  "The load shifted 
clockwise on m e . " It didn ' t .  The truck cornered coun­
terclockwise , under the load .  

Now t hat we a r e  aware that "things are n ' t  always 
what they seem , "  can we assemble all of these odd 
scraps of knowledge into some sort of  a " ci rculation" 

\ system for an I cos a? Let us t ry it on (fig .  8 ). We know 
____ __,_ ___ that the sun rises in t he east , becau�e Japan is the 

, 
/ - -

J " L and of the Rising Sun , "  So the s un w ill move across 
the form of an Icosafied-globe,  or from right to  left in 
( fi g .  8)  as shown by the sinuous arrow. It seems 
reasonable t o  assume that the s un 's drag might c ause 
circulation eddi e s ,  or v ortices  as Sanderson c alled 
them ,  or at least tendencies t o  form e ddie s ,  a s  s hown . 
Such vortic e s  c an be s e en in any textbook on hydro­
dynamic s ,  or by s imply d ragging a s tick through a 
pond. 

The e arth ' s  polar s pin must be a s  s hown , other­
wise the  s un wouldn 't  r ise  in the e ast (as w e  know 
that it does).  The two polar umbre llas w ould be 
c arried around c ounte rc lockwise w hen viewed d o wn 
onto the top of t he North pole , as shown , and all ten 
of  the triangular umbrella panels would probably 
assume an opposing circulation as s hown because of 'the following. First , the s un 's drag would tend t o  im­
pose this direction of circulation on the umbrella rims , 
just as it does on the  e quatorial b and of t riangles .  
Second , t here may be some conservation of  angular 
mom entum tendency operative here , as mentioned 
regarding (fig .  7 ) .  

T h e  e ncouraging fe ature about t h i s  lcosa construct 
is  t hat no part of this c omplicated - seeming model 
se ems t o  c lash with any other part . Moreove r ,  the 
c onstruct is full of  hidden implications whic h ,  if 
followed up, never seem to contradict one another .  For 

¢? 
instance,  b e aring in mind previous comments on circu­
lation,  we realize that it doesn 't  really matter whether 
(say )  the five little c i rculations s hown on t he northern 
umbrella really e xist or not ,  because they are e quiva­
lent (by the principle of s uperposition) to one large 
circ ulation around the umbrella rim .  This can be • I I \ I ' 
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Fig.  1 0  

realized b y  expanding th ese five loops o r  c ircles unti l  
their  upper areas merge  at  the N orth Pole.  The d irec­
tions of t hese upper arcs a re a ll opposite to one 
another and so c ancel .  But the arrows on t he b ottom 
arcs are all in the s am e  d irection,  opposing the 
e arth 's rotation) and thus add up to one single large 
rotation circulation around t he rim .  

In short , whether or n o t  t h e s e  five small c ircula­
tions e xist or not is b eside t he point. Even if they 
turn out to  be e ntirely fictitious and only a rim c i rcu­

is rotating backwards.  I s uppose one c ould look upon 
this as some s ort of  attempt at conservation of angular 
momentum , and unless a pers on had t o  d eal w ith 
epicyclic gears he  is q uite unaware t nat all these 
sorts of hidden rotations c an and do exist . I f  you still 

lation really e xists , they are s ti ll a most convenient 
way of m odelling s uch rim c ircul ation . Similar c om­
ments of  c ourse apply to  the rest  of the m ode l .  The 
Icosa w orld-model  is not necessarily the only possi­
bility. It  was mere ly the first to att ract. attention , d ue 
to Sanderson 's chance m entioning of t he figure of 7 2  
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d egre e s .  Howev�r; science is detective work , and so . 
one such clue generally l eads t o  a trail of others.  In 
this c ase it  leads d ire ctly to t he Fourth Platonic 
Solid,  or the Dodeca (fi g .  9). Thi s  is of c ourse a 
regular s olid , namely , its s ides are identical in every 
way .  Each faeet is a pentagon and once again it is  
easy to visualize if we think of a suitable image . In 
this c ase we c an t hink of it  as composed of a pair  of 
polar pentagons (fi g .  1 0) with a c rown of five pentagon 
petals proj ecting therefrom , like a flower.  A similar , 
but inverted crown meshes therewith to oroduce a zig 
zag e quator as in (fi g .  9). A total of 1+ 5+ 5+ 1 or 1 2  

facets are present.  There are also 2 0  vertice s ,  five 
on each polar pentagon and ten about the e quator.  So 
one c ould say that the Dodeca has swapped its vertic­
es for the Icosa's faces and its faces for t he Icosa's  
.vertice s .  As a matter of fact ,  that is  e xactly what has 
happened.  (See the sole pentagon shown on fig .  1 ) .  
Such vertex and face swapping situations are known 
to mathematicians as duals , and this has some very 
important c onse quences , as we shall see .  

The Dodecated Globe i s  comprised o f  only 1 2  

facets , instead o f  2 0 ,  and Sanderson 's 1 2  Vile Vortices 
appear to  c enter approximately on e ach pentagon face 
as shown for one pentagon on (fig .  1 ). A pent agon is 
much closer to a c i rcle t h an a t riangle i s ,  and t hus 
the Dodeca may be preferable for studying c i rculation 
conditions.  On the other hand,  t he Icosa best clarifies 
the "tropic 1 0 "  band of trian gles and vertices girdling 
the e quator,  with s aid vertices lying practically 
"smack on " Cancer and Capricorn,  the tropic zone 
boundarie s .  

N o w  i f  we apply the s am e  sort of re asoning t o  the 
Dodeca (fig .  1 1 )  as we applied to the Icosa (fig .  8 ) ,  
we have t h e  s un dragging around t h e  z i g  zag ridge 
which forms 'th.e Dodeca's " e quator , "  resulting in the 
five Norther� Hemisphere pentagons having c lockwise 
c irculation (viewed looking down on the North Pol e )  
a n d  the five Southern Hemisphere pentagons circulat­
ing opposite ly thereto.  For c l arity , only one Northern 
and one Southern circulation has b e en shown on (fig .  
1 1  ). The north and s outh polar pentagons can be re­
garded as a sort  of apple core , or common spindle 
having the common rotation direction s hown so that 
the "sun always ri ses in the e ast . , 

To t ak-e the next step in our investigation we need 
to know s omething about vectors. They are simply 
arrows used to show the direction and size of practi­
c ally anything from forces and s peeds to  momentum 
and magnetism.  They c an even be used to show rota­
tion s peeds and directions , but in s uch c ases the 
vector is  always d rawn perpendicular to  t he plane of 
rotation . The direction of such c irc ulation v ector 
arrows is the same as for a screw . Clockwise rotation 
drives a s crew in, i . e . ,  pointwards, so the arrowhead 
is in the "in " dire ction. Counterclockwise t urning 
drives a ' S c rew out , in which c ase the arrow points in 
th e "out "  direction . Applying this s imnle and fool­
proof rule to (fig .  1 1  ) ,  we c an see that all the N orthern 
Hemisphere vectors plunge in to the  D odeca,  whereas 

I 
I 
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\ 

Fig.  1 1  
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all the Southern Hemisphere v ector a rrows plunge out , 
1,'his is a general north to south t endency , which is 
another of  those hidden implic ations,  since it balances 
the south to north polar arrow. 

· 

Finally , having .,circ ulation"  conce pts always 
very much in mind, one is t empted to j oin  all arrow­
heads to arrow t ails and so form one further circula­
tion from t he Southern Hemisphere to the Northern.  
This is shown chain dotted in (fi g .  1 1  ) .  This donut 
configuration immediately r eminds one of th e Van 
Allen r adiation belt .  Furthermore , if we connect the 
North polar arrow to the five arrowtails we get an­
othe r d onut shaped halo over the North pole . Could 
this have s ome c onnection with the Aurora Borealis ? 
In c onclusion, it is obviously possible t o  join the 
five  Southern Hemisphere arrow h e ads to the south 
polar tail  and produce a t hird halo . And what is thi s ?  
Is t here a Southern Aurora, or have w e  d iscovered 
(predicted)  something previously unknown ? 

However,  we have not yet e xhausted the surprises 
which the Icosa/Dodeca dual has in store . Having in 
mind Sanderson 's notions about the possible signifi­
c ance of  flywheels of water ,  e tc . ,  I thought why not 
fit a c onical ,  or a t runcated c onical , flywheel into 
each Icosa t riangle or Dodeca pentagon , extending 
d ow n  to the c entral v ic inity corresponding to the 
�arth 's  core . We have ball b earings and roller b ear­
ings ; s o  why not c onic al b e arings ? Applying t his 
re asoning to the Icosa of (fi g .  8)  I realized that the 
two polar umbrellas could form a common one piece 
c ore or  spindle , as in (fig .  1 0) ,  rotating t o  drive the 
Tropic 10 bearings.  In fact ,  it be gan to look like a 
pair of " c rown " gears sandwic hed in b etween.  The 
signific ant d ifference between gears and bearings is 
that alternate g ears rotate oppositely w hereas bear­
ings all rotate in a c ommon dire ction . My primary 
instinct , howeve r,  was to test what would happen if 
on ·e had an Icosa or Dodeca with a gyroscope mounted 
in eac h  facet  and t hen rotated t he entire affair .  A 
fascinating and tempting experiment , w hich may give 
new insigh ts .  

(To b e  continued ) 
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Z O O LO GY 
ENTOMBED ANIMALS 

Reports of living cre atures d iscovered sealed for 
months or years within rock s ,  t rees and the like have 
appeared for centuri e s .  Seldom , however ,  has t h e  
discoverer provided us with a clear photograph of the 
tomb and its tiny inhabitant. Such a picture accom­
panies the following article , nicely researched by one 
of our members.  

In Entombed Toads by Sabin a W. Sanderson 
(P urs uit, Vol .  6 ,  No.  3 ,  July 1 973 ) ,  several c ases 
were reported ,  includin g t h e  followin g :  a frog found 
alive and "practically snow white " aft e r  bein g im­
bedded within a cement floor for approximately five 
years (South Africa) (died the following d ay) ,  a live 
frog found in a cavity within a rock , discovered after 
blasting (Connecticut , 1 770) ,  a li zard imbedded in a 
millston e ,  discovered w hen part of the  stone was cut 
away (Scotland , e arly 1 80 0 ' s ), and one report of  a live 
toad found incarcerated in s olid s andstone.  

THE ENTOMBED T URTLE 
by Gary S. Man giacopra 

Survival may s ometimes occur under a most e xtreme 
circumstance :  apparent prolonged hibernation , as cited 
in reports of small animals found in hard materials -
natural or man made . The most recent example of thi s  
phenom en on w as a little four-ounce g reen t errapin 
turtle that w as accidentally buried in cement at a 
Texas construction s ite . The t u rtle s urvived briefly 
upon its release on August 2 0 ,  1 97 5 ,  n e arly a year 
fol lowin g its b urial ! 

A construction worker in t h e  back yard of a vacant 
house at 7 1 3 7  Me adowbrook Drive , Fort Worth,  over­
turned a thirty-pound mound of c oncrete , where upon he  
discove red , level  w ith the flat underside of  t h e  
con crete ,  t h e  unde rside of  a t urtle . One energetic 
worker pried t he turtle loose from its cement tomb and 
set the turtle on the ground , upon which the little 
animal e xtended its feet  and head and began to wander 
away . 

Regarding the  turtle ' s  origin al entrapment,  perhaps 
the simplest explanation was offered by the builder ,  
H .  L .  Giles ,  who stated t hat in October ,  1 974 , his 
crew was w orking at t he site and had dropped a load 
of wet cement on the  ground , trapping the unnoticed 
turtle b eneath it .  On the qu estion of  s urvival , the 
experts agree in part . On e unnamed biologist said he 
doubted t hat a turtle c ould s urvive the  e ntrapment 
for such a prolonged period of t ime , though perhaps 
its low metabolic rate might have permitted survival 
if it had been able to absorb air and water t hrough the 
soil and if the t empe rature had been moderat e .  

Another biologist was also consulted , M r .  Bern 
Tryon , assistant reptile supervisor of the Fort Worth 
Zoological Park . Mr. Tryon generously answered a 
letter of in quiry in a r e ply dated October 1 6 ,  1 97 5 :  

"I  received a call from the Fort Worth Star-Telegram 

asking my views on the s ituation . Evidently , one year 
ago some prankster  placed a box turtle under s ome 
intended sidewalk and poured cement over the animal . 
In late August this year the old sidewalk was t orn up,  
thus e xposing the animal . An impression of t he old 
shell  was e vident in t he newspaper photo , so I assume 
it  was definitely immobile for a year's time. It  is  
surprising t hat the turtle was alive . . .  perhaps it ate 
an occasional passing insect and obtained whatever 
water  may have s oaked beneath t he s idewalk . "  

Although totally buried ,  t h e  t urtle w as only partial­
ly imbedded in actual cement.  ,The upper portion (the 
uppe r  shell) being s urrounded by cement, while the 
unde rside remained in c ontact with t he g round.  Air 
could have been s ufficient , and water was apparently 
available , s ince the mound of cement w as below an 
eave of the home 's roof. The suggestion t�at it ate a 
passing insect w hen it was e n tombed seems improba­
ble , since the flat unde rside of t h e  t urtle was level 
with the underside of  the cement.  It would appear t hat 
there was no space available for the animal to extend 
its head .  

Unfo rtunately , after  surviving t hirty-six hours o f  
new-found freedom , t h e  turtle died .  Probable cause of  
death was listed as dehydration . 

Footnote : Mr .  Gile s  froze the turtl e ,  planning to 
have it preserved and mounted on the  piece  of cement 
in which it had been embedded. A fitting t ribute to a 
now-famous turtle . 

Photograph courtesy of Fort
' 

Worth Star-Telegram , 
August 2 1 ,  1 97 5 ,  Fort Worth ,  Texas . 



SYM PO S I U M  

Co 1n nz e n t s  a n d  Op i n i o n s  

FALSE FACTS 

by Paul G. Begg 

In th e July isl:iue of Pursuit Mr. R.  J. Durant wrote , 
rather  a pologetically I thought, of a recently publish­
ed book , The Bermuda Triangle Mystery-Solved by 
Lawrence Kusche , and paid s pecial attention to the 
c ommunications alleged to have passed between five 
N avy aircraft and Fort Lauderdale in 1 94 5 .  If  interest­
ed in the Bermuda Triangle you will  know t h at the 
fiv e  aircraft radioed that they were lost,  t hat they 
c ouldn' t  see land and t hat even the sea looked dif­
ferent .  Eventually the messages c ame to an e nd and 
the planes disappeared ,  never  to be s e e n  or he ard 
from again . 

This much t old story of t he ' Lost Patrol ' has be­
come one o f  the c entral e lements in the Bermuda 
Triangle mystery ,  b ut it s eems to  be partially untrue . 
Th e a lleged mystery-making c ommunications never  
took place . At least , that is  the c ondusion r � ached 
by Mr .  Kusc·pe and , it seems by R .  J .  Durant . If  they 
are c orrect in drawing t hat conclusion it means t hat 
not one of t he t wenty or more writers who have told 
the story of the ' Lost Patrol '  have made t he e ffort to 
asc ertain the t rue facts ! 

An average book about une xplained phenomena 
m ight detail fifty or a hundred diffe rent cases.  Ob­
viously a writer trying to live from the produce of his 
pen c annot rese arch each c ase he d eals w ith.  There 
comes a time when he  i s  forced to rely upon the work 
of fe llow w riters and hope that t hey are re asonably 
accurate with their facts.  Writers also have to face 
the fact that books debunking myste rie s d on ' t  achieve 
the s ales to make the e ffort w orthwhile . Writers , too , 
c annot give facts . Who wants to read a list of facts ? 
You have to add a little colour to the story and elab­
orate here and t here . H.owever,  the point is, w here 
does all this elaboration, fabric ation and falsification 
get u s ? . Into a mess,  that ' s  whe re . Moreover ,  such 
behaviour s eems permissible and allowed to pass un­
checked . 
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Imagine the criticism and scorn t hat w ould be 
rained upon an author who stated that the Battle of 
Hastings was fought in the year 1 500 with King 
Arthur and Abraham Lincoln as the principle c ontend­
ers. Nobody would be  at all apologetic for c riticizing 
such a s tatement , so w hy ,  the n ,  does it seem un­
j ustified to pour j ust a little c riticism upon s omebody 
who w rites t hat the Marie Cele ste w as d iscovered 
with mugs of warm tea and half e at en breakfasts 
on the galley table . To begin w ith,  the s hip ' s  name 
was Mary Celeste , al l  the  stuff about w arm t e a  and 
bre akfast is utter  twaddle , and when found her  life­
boat was mi ssing . The mystery of  the Mary Cele ste is 

not so much what happened to  her crew , but why they 
decidetl to  abandon a perfectly se aworthy s hi p .  

T h e  same is t rue of t h e  ' Lost Patro l ' .  T h e  five 
planes di sappeared ,  that much is t rue and c onstitutes 
a mystery , b ut why all  this b usiness about the sea 
looking different ? And why w as it  allowed to  continue , 
e specially in view of the fact that the story of t he 
' Lost  Patrol ' is one of the main pi llars supporting the 
Bermuda Triangle myste·ry ? 

Well d one , Mr. Durant.  You ' ve pointed out t hat 
those c ommunications never  t ook place and there 's 
no  need to a pologize since you 've done what I ,  at 
l e ast ,  expected to find when I joined SITU. But why 
has it taken somebody so long to e xplode t he myth ? 

Actually it hasn't  t aken quite as long as we t hink.  
Mic hael McDonell pointed out t h at t he popular story 
of t he ' Lost Patrol ' is f alse in the June 1 973 issue of 
N aval Aviation News . In fact, Richard Winer ,  author 
of The Devil ' s  Triangle , appears to have re ad · this 
article prior to writing his b ook,  although it doesn 't 
seem to have made t he slightest impression since he 
tells the sam e old story. 

And congratulations to t he unnamed SITU member 
who $Ucceeded in doing what seems to have b e e n  
impos sible f o r  Berlitz, Sanderson , Spencer and Winer .  
Namely ,  obtain a copy of t he Board of  In quiry report 
of the inve stigation of the disappearanc e .  Incidental­
ly , I have a copy of that report . I t 's  available from the 
D e partment of t he N avy (Director ,  Naval Historical 
Centre , Attention : Operational Archives ,  Building 
2 20 ,  Washington Navy Y ard , Washington , D . C .  203 74 )  

at a c ost o f  five dollars . 
I must , however,  rush to t he defense of Mr. Allan 

W. Eckert .  It is alleged that he originated th e spuri­
ous Lost Patrol communications in an .article in the 
April 1 96 2  issue of Americ an Legion Magazine . I 
can ' t state that Mr.  Eckert didn 't originate the com­
munication s ,  but they c e rtainly didn 't be gin with the 
Americ an L e gion Magazine a rtic le .  They can be found 
in Stranger Than Science by Frank Edwards , publish­
ed in 1 95 9 .  

And , with reference to Stranger Than Science , o n  
page 1 4 2  of  the British paperback e dition M r .  Edwards 
states that if  asked to cite the strangest case of dis­
appearance he would ' unhesitatin gly refer to the t win­
engine Marine plane whic h crashed on the Tahoma 
Glacier  in 1 94 7 . ' He goes on t o  de scribe that t he 
plane c rashed on the glacier leaving ample e videnc e 
that none aboard c ould possibly have survived,  yet , 
when searchers reached the w reckage they found no 
trace of  the thirty-two bodies.  So baffl ed were the 
authorities that t hey offered 5 , 000 dollars for recove ry 
of the bodies !  All bodies were , in fact , found , or so 
it was re ported in the  Seattle Post-Intelligenc er on 
Sunday , August 24 , 1 94 7 .  Does anybody fancy tel l ing 
the authoriti e s  anct r n l l P c tin g 5 , 000 rl.ol l a r s ?  

Fals e facts are annoyin g. May SITU maintain a 
policy of e xposing fraudulent s torie s .  Perhaps you 
might like t o  inc lude one page of explained un e x p l ain­
ed phenomena in each edition of Pursuit . You mi ght 



then prevent certain authors from making t he same 
mistakes again.  It would also help to c lear the air 
of  fraudulent unexplaineds and let t he serious students 
of the s ubject get down to the nitty-gritty . 

Finally , here is the solution t o  one small mystery 
which had H . Q. baffled.  How d o  you pronounce t h e  
Welsh place name of Eglw;Yswrw ? It ' s  r e ally very 
easy ( ! ) - EG,  as in fried,  boiled and poach e d ,  LOOS, 
as in s omething which is not t ight e nough , ZOO , as 
in the place whe re they keep animals , and ROb, as 
in nothing t hat I can think of, but like zoo only with 
an ' r ' .  Thus : EGLOOSZOOROO. Btit , have you got 
your tongue around t hat famed Welsh tongue twister ,  
LLANFAIRPWLLGWYNGYLLGOGERCHWYRNDROB­
WLLTYSILIOGOGOGOCH,  which is a small v illage 
in Anglesey in Wales ?  Translated it means : St . 
Mary 's Church in t he hollow of the  wbHe hazel near 
the rapid whirlpool of the  Llandysilio ofrlthe red c ave ! 

-

JACKO RECONSIDERED 

by Russ Kinne 

The art icle e nti-tled "Alas , Poor J acko , " in the 
Janu ary 1 975 issue of Pursuit left me s omewhat 
un easy. It m ay be t hat John Green and Sabina W.  
Sande rson w ere a b it hasty in consigning Jacko to  
the  c ategory of  the  ho ax . 

Perhaps it would help to break the story down into 
its b asic elements.  There are three  n ewspapers in­
volved , which I shall designate as " A " ,  " B "  and " C " ,  
i n  lieu of  using t heir  complete t itles ,  The Co lumbi an, 

The Co lonist , and The Guardian , re spectively. The 
sequence of e vents , t o  w hich all commentators on 
this story subscribe , is as follows.  Firs t ,  newspaper 
A runs a s tory ,  which is t hen picked up and re-printed 
by newspaper B.  This account is  detailed  and names 
plac e s  and individuals who exist.  Next ,  newspaper C 
publishes a letter c ommenting on the  stories about 
J acko in newspapers A and B. This letter denounce s  
t h e  Jacko t ale a s  a low-grade hoax : " . . .  absurdity is 
written on the f ac e  of it . . .  how new spaper A was dup­
ed is s tran ge ,  and stranger s ti l l .  . .  when ne wspaper B 
reproduced i t . " The author of this letter is identified 
in newspaper C as " a  corre spondent"  and his letter 
is s igned only with the  initials REX. In a later  issue , 
newspaper B runs a follow-up story ,  which is not re­
printed or  commented upon by e ither n ewspape r  C or 
A. 

The story in question,  t hat is , the apparent or 
alle ged capture of a j uvenile sasquatch,  has b e e n  
studied b y  a number of  individuals  over a period of 
many years . John Green has accepted it , and has 
even gone so  far as to repo rt that h �. received con­
firmation of  the b asic facts from a man who was alive 
in Yale , B.C . ,  at the time of the capture . This s ource 
is further identified by Green as a g entleman o f  s uffi­
cient renown to have had a small town name d in his 
honor.  
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In view o f  all thi s ,  it  would seem a t  l e ast plausi­
ble , if  not probable , that the c harge of  hoax was 
levelled as part of a c ontinuing attempt to discredit 
and embarrass r ival newspape rs .  Yale·, B . C .  was 
hardly a t h riving metropolis in t hose day s ,  and one 
suspects that the  t hree newspapers had something of 
a ferocious c irculation W ar on their hands . News­
papers B and C had been " s c ooped.-" Did newspaper 
C then fabricate this " anonymous corres19ond�mt " ?  
And did newspaper B then j ump o n  the  band-wagon ? 
Such mischief has not been unknown e ve n  in recent 
ti.mes in cities w ith a number of competing dailies.  

( Editor ' s  note : One of our m embers has suggested 
a solution to the puzzle of t he initials C . B . E .  placed 
after  t h e  n ame of one of  t he w itnesses n amed in The 
Co lonist report on Jacko.  He poi n ts out that this w as 
very likely a typographical e rror c aused by the trans­
position of the initials B;C . E . , which stand for 
British Columbia Express , roughly the  e quivalent of 
" the c hap who kept a s mall store " . )  

- · 

WERE THE AL;LENDE' LETTERS 
A 'COLLEGE PRANK ? 

by Alan Elliott 

In Ivan Sanderson 's ' b ook Unin vited Visitors there 
is included in Appendix C a description of  events 
concerning t he annotated copy o f  Dr�  Morris K. 
Jessup ' s  b ook The Case for the U FO s  and' the Carlos 
Allende/Carl Allen lett e rs .  The writer or writers of 
this material (some of w hich was received by D r .  
Jessup,  and the re mainder b y  t h e  U.S.  Office of Naval 
Research) professed to have knowledge of  the mystery 
of t he UFOs . The v arious t e rms and remarks used · in 
two letters and one heavily annotated book caused 
much . interest among UFO researchers despite the  
obvious t enor of science-fiction o f  t h e  material . 
Because t he basis of s cience-fiction is factual , the 
average reader is  not always cert ain where the fact 
stops and the fiction start s .  Furthermore , it  is  im­
possible to be  sure that s ome part of the fiction will  
not in t he f uture be c on firmed as fact . 

My interest in these publications c ommenced partly 
because of  the remarks about Einstein 's Unified Field 
Theory , which were to the e ffect that after  being 
corrected by a mathematician , D r .  Franklin Ren o ,  t he 
Unified Field Theory w as put t o  use in an experiment .  
As this s ubject was of  particular interest t o  me , it  
was immediately apparent t hat any m athematician 
(who w ould also  have to be a physicist)  qualified to 
correct , extend and apply this e xtremely c omplex 
theory ,  would c ertainly b e  a very well known person. 
Did the ONR ,  - D r .  Jessup and the multitude of UFO 
researchers simply d isre gard t hi s  f act ? Why did not 
someone locate and a sk Dr. Franklin Reno about 
these allegations ?  The obvious answer is this : The 
name " D r .  Franklin Ren o "  was part of  the hoax!  



How might Df. Reno 's name , if fictitious , have 
been d eriv e d ?  �t is possible that it  could have been 
merely imaginativ� . but more probably it was inspired 
directly from memory or observation . As an exercise 
in inductive reasoning,  I attempted to draw a con­
clusion by studying the geographical locations of  the 
Pennsylvania cities c orresponding to t he postmarks 
and return addresses on the letters : Du Bois and New 
Kensington . A Pennsylvania r oad map will  s how t h at 
on Route 6 2  south of Oil City are the adj ac ent towns 
of Franklin and Reno ! Due to their proximity , a road 
sign in that area w ould probably c arry all thre e  names 
(Oil City , F ranklin , Reno).  Therefore , if the  name 
Franklin Reno was inspired b y  observation of  s uch a 
sign ,  the r oad s ign may have b e en noted by a t raveling 
prankster.  Alternately, the sign might have b een s een 
in the  s econd most common place for  the display of 
road and t raffic s igns : on a fraternity or dormitory w all ,  
placed t here by rebe llious or mischievous c ollege 
students ! 

An Oil City road sign would be of special signifi­
c ance to s tudents of Petroleum Engineering . Penn 
State University is a leading Petroleum Engineering 
school which undoubtedly attracts students from 
Texas .  There was particular c are t aken to conceal 
the true address of the write rs ; the annotated book 
was mailed to the ONR from Seminol e ,  Texas ,  possi­
bly at Easter re cess in 1 95 5 ;  across the envelope in 
w hich the b ook was mailed was written "Happy 
Easte r " .  This indicates that at le ast one o f  t he 
writers may have b e en a student from Texas . The first 
letter ,  postm arked Gainesville , Texas was received 
by Jessup in Florida on January 1 3 , 1 95 6 .  The return 
address in ·New Kensington ,  Pennsylvania w as found 
to be  a vacant farmhouse . Jessup replied to  this 
address and his reply was acknowledged in a second 
letter whic'h was postmarked in Du Boi s ,  Pennsylva­
nia on May 2 5 ,  1 95 6 .  There is a branch of Penn State 
Univers ity at Du Bois . It is  possible that one would 
travel through or  near Franklin ,  Reno and Oil City 
when commuting to Texas . 
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Is this , t hen,  t he sobering s olution t o  the  twenty­
year Allende puzzle ? Were the Allende letters and the 
annotate"d c opy of Dr .  Jessup's book nothing more 
than t h e  work of  college pranksters ? Was a Penn State 
student � ' 

r e sident of Texas , r esponsible for mailings 
which w.-ere postmarked alte rnately in the two stat e s ?  
Was Dr �  Franklin Reno ' s  "birth " t h e  r esult o f  imagina­
tion and an int e re sting road s ign ? And ,  were there 
thre e  pranksters named Carl , Michael and Allen ? If 
so,  t he hoax has been r emarkably " successfu l "  and 
one which should k e e p  us all on guard against the 
acceptance of totally undocumented " evidence " .  
(Ivan · Sanderson w rote t h e  artic le Jessup and the 
Allende Case which appeared in Pursuit ,  Vol.  1 ,  No.  
4 ,  September 3 0 ,  1 968 .  This  article , written from first­
hand experience ,  implied t hat the matter involves 
more than a simple hoax. If r e ader r esponse is high , 
we will consider reprinting Ivan 's article , ---- Editor . ) 

(Editor' s note : Carl Meredith Alle n ,  sometimes known 
as Carlos Allende (pronounced Al-yen-day ),  was born 
on May 2 5 ,  1 925  in Springdal e ,  Pa. He grew up in 
New Kensington,  Pa.  His mothe r  and three brothers 
still live in that area, b ut under another nam e .  A 
man unrelated to the Allen family wrote several false 
" Allende letters " from a New Kensington address in 
the 1 960's  ( hi s  r eal identity is known to S . l .  T. U. ) .  

Mr.  Allen has had a varied caree r .  He was a 
merchant seaman in the 1 94 0 ' s  and worked in the oil 
industry in t he southwest during the 1 95 0 ' s .  His 
famous lett e rs to Morris K. Jessup were mailed from 
Seminole , Texas in 1 95 6 ,  b ut he c ontinued to use his 
family 's New Kensington address.  He visited the 
Varo Corporation at Garland,  Texas ,  at the personal 
invitation of t h e  president of the c ompany . Later he 
moved to Colorado and was in close contact with Dr. 
Edward U .  Condon after  the Colorado University UFO 
project was launched.  

The elusive Mr.  Allen corresponded extensively 
with Ivan T .  Sanderson and John A. Kee l ,  submitting 
a number of  documents to prove his identity . In 1 97 1 ,  
h e  was residing i n  Mexico.  His present whereabouts 
are unknown . 

Mr.  Allen is the acknowledged author of the letters 
received by Jessup, and of the notations made in the 
Jessup book which was reproduced by the Varo Cor­
poration. No hoax was involved although the factual 
content of some of the  letters and notations can be 
seriously que stioned.  Only 1 1 5 copies of the Varo 
edition were publishe d for distribution to  Varo and 
naval personnel .  Recently Mr. Gray Barker  obtained a 
mint copy of the Varo edition and reprinted it exactly 
as the original . This was an expensive proj ect and 
copie s are being sold for $ 2 5  each. (Gray Barker , 
Box 2228 ,  Clarksburg,  W. Va. ) A photograph of Mr. 
Allen,  taken by James Lorenzen of APRO, appeared 
in the April 1 975 issue of Official UFO magazine .  
($ 1 . 00,  Countrywide Publication s ,  257 Park Avenue 
South,  New York, N . Y .  1 0 0 1 0). ) 

-

JUMPING CAREFULLY TO CONCLUSIONS 

Jumping to a conclusion is one human trait w hich 
se rious s tudents of  Fortean phenomena endeavor to 
avoid.  On the other  hand, is  a conclusion which is 
based on v e ry c arefully rese arched information nec­
essarily correc t ?  SITU members and friends might 
expect not , for one intere stin g r e ason:  " Fortean 
Forc e s "  may be at work to distort the  very evidence 
and information on which we intend to b ase our con­
clusion s !  

O n e  most annoying example , often rehashed in 
these page s ,  concerns "That Thunderbird Picture . "  
Hundreds o f  people recall havin g seen i t  in a certain 
newspaper (the Tombstone Arizona Epitaph ) ,  yet 



n obody can come up with a c opy - not e ven the pub­
lisher. The publi shers of Fate magazine recall having 
used the picture , but nowhere in any of the old issues 
c an it be found. SIT U  recalls having had the picture , 
but s e veral years ago it w as b orrowed by two members , 
n either of w hom c an locate it .  One is t empted to 
"'j ump carefully " to the c onclusion that folks '  imagina­
tion s have played tricks on their  memori e s ,  and there 
never was such a picture . . .  at least not in either of  
the aforementioned plac e s .  After all ,  if  there w as one , 
why has it n ot s urfaced ?  Consider ,  if you will, one 
alternate Fortean conclusion : There was such a 
picture published in the n e wspaper and in the maga­
zine , but it has now disappe ared from all c opies w ith­
out leaving so much as a blank spac e ,  and SITU ' s  
print has also ceased to  e xist ! 

I! we consider the  concept of parallel universes or  
separate realiti e s ,  it is conceivable that a shift or  
switch has occurred between two realitie s .  Where , 
previously , cert ain publications in " our" reality 
portrayed the thunderbird (where as publications in the 
parallel reality e xcluded it) ,  now the s ituation has 
become reversed. In " our" universe all thunderbird 
pictures have gone out of existence , and the situation 
is exactly as if t h ey had never existed in the first 
place . 

Similarly , t here is the  case of the reported radio 
messages sent by the lost N aval flight from the  
Bermuda Triangle in  1 945.  As reported by Robert J .  
Durant in t h e  July , 1 975 issue of  P urs uit:  " The 
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quotation in these b ooks g oe s  like this : ' We d on 't 
know which way is West .  Everything is wrong . • . 

strange . . . We can 't be sure of any direction. Even 
the ocean doesn't  look as it  s hould . '  N either this 
radio t ransmission , nor anything remotely like it , 
appear in the N avy report .  Nor do they appear in any 
report or other s ource c on temporary with the incident . "  
Mr.  Durant goes o n  t o  conclud e :  " Suffice i t  t o  say that 
the s tandard Triangle book version is not based on 
fact . "  Probably not,  Bob , but then again . . .  let  us 
not lose sight of t he possibility that " Fortean Forces " 
may have removed all trac e s  of the ori ginal t ranscri p­
tion from .. our" univers e !  

This entire concept is  a n  e spec ially frustrating 
one , and one which might well l e ad a person to decide 
that t here is s c ant v alue in investigating Fort e an 
phenomena because the evidence itself is likely to  
disappear "into another dimension . "  If UFOs , ABSM s ,  
FAFROTSKIES and " N e s sie " are v isitors from the 
re ality next door ,  how in the  d evil c an we hope to  
track t hem down if the  very r e ports of t heir appear­
ances are apt to c hange or v anish?  Considered as an 
o verall puzzle, with Forteana c omprising our c lu e s ,  
t h e  frustrating phenomenon theorized h e r e  i s  s e e n  to  
be  nothing more than one additional e lement of  t he 
puzzle . We must , therefore , continue t o  plod along , 
compiling and analyzing data until one d ay . . . who 
knows ? . . .  we may awaken to  find the s olution to  the 
entire Fortean puzzl e .  It will probably prove to  have 
been the g randest puzzle of  them all . - c. W. 

BOOK R EV I EWS 
The Invisible Co llege by Jacques Vall e e ,  E . P .  Dutton 
& Co . ,  New York , 1 97 5 .  
The Eighth Tower b y  John A.  Keel , Saturday Revie1h 
Press/E . P .  Dutton & Co . ,  New York , 1 97 5 .  
Reviewed by Robert J .  Durant 

" . . .  man must be pre pared to accept notions of 
the cosmo s ,  and of his own place in the seet h­
ing vortex of t ime , whose merest mention is 
paralyzin g .  He must , t o o ,  be · placed on guard 
against a specifi c ,  lurking peril which , though 
it will never e n gulf the whole rac e ,  may impose 
monstrous and unguessable horrors upon certain 
venturesome members of it . "  - H. P. Lovecraft 
Jac ques Vallee has a d octorat e  in mat hematics 

and computer  tec hnology, and until recently he  has 
enjoyed a reputation as one of the more lucid writers 
on ufology. His first t wo books,  C hallenge to Science : 
The UFO Enigma, and Anatomy of a Phenomenon, 

were an attempt to pre s ent a persuasive and philo­
sophically rigorous c ase for the e xtraterrestrial 
hypothesis . Then c am e  Passport to Magonia in which 
Vallee 's  theme changed from that of an exponent of 
ETH to one of presenting what t he author viewed as 
a more complete picture of a phenomenon that tran­
scends the simple nuts-and-bolts concept of inter­
stellar craft making occasional visits to our planet . 

Magonia was devoted in large part to a revi e w  of 

the traditions of fairie s  and assorted other " wee 
folk . "  These traditions are  extant in practically every 
populated part of the glob e ,  appearing to go back into 
antiquity . They are reinforced by sightings (if t hat 
is the proper term ) of quite recent vintage . The r e ad­
er was left with the impression that t he fairy lore i s  
only a particular interpretation o f  t h e  phenomenon 
that i s  behind the UFO report s ,  and especially those 
reports of close encounters with the U�Os in which 
some dialog or communication was held b etween t he 
" entiti e s "  and the " percipient s " .  Note that we are no 
longer speaking or " witnesses " or  "crewmembers " .  
Even that w onderful neologism "ufonaut " has dropped 
from sight. While presenting this  intriguing evidence o f  
t h e  apparently analogous nature of t h e  UFO lore and 
the fairy lore , Vallee remained ambiguous about the 
causative agency of t he s e  reported events .  On b al­
anc e ,  Magonia left the r e ader pondering the possibil­
ity that the fairy lore w as only a misinterpretation of 
visitations by space travellers , much in t he same 
m anner that von D'aniken has urged his Ancient 
Astronauts hypothesis to  explain  t he origin of the 
maj or religion s ,  the mega-constructions of antiquity , 
and so forth .  

" Primal myth and modern delusion joined i n  
their assumption that m ankind i s  only o n e  -
perhaps the least - of the highly evolved and 



dominant rac e s  of this planet ' s  long and large­
ly unknown career . "' - H. P. Love craft 
Now we have in hand V all e e ' s  latest book in his 

urological series ,  The In visible College ,  The ambi­
g uities of Magonia are not r esolved in this volume . 
Rather ,  t hey are c ompounded b eyond logical analysis 
as t he author delves into every nook and cranny of 
folklore , the panoram a  of religious miracles , the v ast 
literature of spiritualism and psychic phenomena,  
the more recent inquiries into so-called e xpanded 
consciousness,  and an occasional UFO cas e ,  al­
though these latter  are tossed in as an afterthought 
and almost apologetically . The result is an inchoate 
mess,  a veritable anti-synthesis .  This is  perhaps 
best illustrated by citing the ' t itle of a sub-chapter of 
the b ook : "The Phenomenon N e gate s  Itself. " Mathe­
matician Vallee has no doubt s pent a few moments 
considering the e quivalent proposition : "Everything 
that I s ay is a lie . " In e ssence , Vallee is t elling us 
that this proposition is  the operational law of the 
UFO phenomenon.  And he has written an entire book 
saying s o. 

There is another thing about this book t hat nettles 
me, and that is the fact t hat Vallee is  really j ust re­
hashing John A. Keel ' s  UFOs: Operation Troj an 
Horse , one of the most discussed but least  read book s 
on ufology .  For y e ars Vall e e ,  Hynek and other physi­
cal s ci entists involved in ufology have denigrated 
Keel at every t urn . Perhaps Vallee was counting on 
the very small c irculation of  Troj an Horse when he  
lifted , word  for  word and without a hint of attribution , 
the italicized t ext from Trojan Horse that read : The 
Phenomenon Negates Itse lf. 

Then we have t h e  problem posed by t he title of  
the b ook and its implication . This, we are told , refers 
to the inform al association of  s cientists who have 
devoted themselves ,  s ub rosa, to the investigation 
of  ufology , See Hynek ' s  T he UFO Experience for 
more on t he sam e .  The college seems to get less 
visible with every passing day .  Are we to t ake 
seriously the  claim that a large number of physic al 
scientists have abandoned entirely the methods and 
ppilosophy of Western science·, and that Vallee is 
speaking for t hem in this b ook ? '"The Phenomenon 
Negates Itself" is not the end product of the train of 
thought t hat brought homo sapiens out of the cav e s ,  
.Put s hoes on o u r  feet , silver in o u r  t eeth , vaccines 
in our  veins , men on our moon. This is instead a 
pathetic s ort of groveling ,  the very abdication of  
intelligence and critical faculty. 

What is . needed here is not a return to a mode ot 
thought that we review whimsically in the works of 
thinkers of the dim past . How many angels can s t and 
on the  head of a pin ?  Is rain c aused by Zeus urinat­
ing? Sir James George Frazer ,  who spent a lifetime 
studyin g magic and the b e lief systems of our fore­
bears , did not end up w orshipping t re e s .  Freud did 
not cap his career  by having himself committed to  a 
lunatic asylum. N o ;  what is in desperately s hort 
supply here is a true c olle g e ,  visible or otherwise t 
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o f  individuals who are willing t o  come to grips with 
"The Phenomenon " in a direct manne r ,  using the 
analytical t e chniques w hich have been so e ffective 
in solving the myriad problems that utterly baffled 
our anc estors . Is the infant technolog.}' of holography 
pertinent ? What might the college discover about the 
persisteiJ.t reports of  s uccess in attempts  to control 
the human brain electronically ? Could we have a 
thorough search of the psychological literature for 
data dealing with hypnosis ,  for e xample , or the  
e fiects of  massive shock and disorientation , instead 
of t his  e ndless dredging up of Jung 's  hopelessly 
va;gue theories ?  If one c hooses the atavistic route , 
then I s uppo se " God did it " or "The Phenomenon d'id 
it " will suffice . Back to the  caves .  But if one pre­
s umes,  however tentatively ,  that the UFO problem 
involves our apprehension of  an advanced t echnology , 
there is a better  w ay .  Understanding an advanced 
technology ,  given our circumstances as mere onlook­
e rs ,  c an only be �ccomplished by a sensitivity to 
known principle s ,  and by an imaginative extrapolation 
of  t hese principles . That is precisely the t ask that 
one would hope t he like s  of Vallee and Hynek would 
undertake if  t hey hope to make sense to  t he public or 
to themselves.  

"Despite the seeming c umbersomeness o f  t hese 
explanations t hey came finally t o  s upersede all 
others in my mind - largely because of the 
greater weakness o f  any rival theory . And a 
substan tial number of eminent psychologists 
and anthropologists gradually agreed with me . "  

- H . P .  Lovecraft 
John A. Kee l ' s  new book The Eighth Tower covers 

much the same ground as the Vallee opus.  It is 
actually the fourth book d e rived from a massive manu­
script Keel assembled several years ago from data 
gathered in his Forte an investigations.  The "message " 
is in essence t he s am e  as that conveyed by Vallee , 
but Kee l ' s  involvement w ith the traditional Forte an 
subj ects is much in e vidence . Try this quote : "Today 
one group of pragmatic scientists is investigating 
BHM ( "Big Hairy Monsters" - Keel 's c atch-all 
acronym for Bigfoot , ABSM , etc . ) .  while t hey scorn , 
e ven laugh at , the  psychic investigators and UFO 
enthusiasts . Another  group is bent on trapping sea 
serpent s .  Still others are chasing ghosts and palter­
gist s .  None of t hese groups seems w illing to examine 
the evidence of the othe rs.  Yet they are probably all 
pursuing the s ame intan gible force . "  

W e  will n e ver  catch them ,  s ays Kee l ,  not the sea 
.serpents , the Bigfoot , N e ssie , the  Saucers . The se are 
all at b e st quasi-physical , leaving tantalizing but 
false c lues in the form of temporary materializations 
that can be photographed , leave d e ep impressions in 
the soil , refle c t  radar beam s ,  c ause a set of medical 
symptoms that are so w ell defined that they can truly 
be c alled a flying saucer syndrome , stall car s ,  and 
so forth . The readers of Pursui t are surely familiar 
with the physical e vidence for the entire range of 
unknown fauna as w ell as that in the UFO problem . 



'To Keel ,  as to Vallee ,  this is all j ust part of a great 
hoax, Exactly who - or what - the hoa"ers are is 
still a mystery .  But Keel leaves little doubt that the 
hoaxees are all of us living on thi s  planet  and trying 
to make a bit of sense out of r e ality .  The most elabo­
rate and vicious hoaxes have been played on the 
"inspired •  founders of the world religi ons , s uch as 
Mohammed , Jesus,  Joseph Smith , with t he t housands 
of UFO contactees and the millions of people who 
have conversed with departed spirits coming in a 
close second. One passage in the book would tend to 
support the idea t hat specific sentient entities are 
behind it all .  In other p l aces Keel apparently opts 
for  a projection from individual or collective human 
minds.  In still other places there is talk of a natural 
phenomenon , devoid of  emotion or even reason,  simply 
existing and fo.uling our neat little causality with an 
occasional twitch or b urp . 

As confused and dismayed as I am by all this ,  I 
must nevertheless stat e  that I do not believe John 
Keel is  trying to pull anyone ' s  leg. Every page of  the 
book bespeaks the intensity of his personal experi­
ences with "The Phenomenon " ,  and I think this work 
means a gre at deal to him on many levels . It is as 
good an example of the pure and unadulterat ed John 
A.  Keel as you are likely to find.  If nothing else , 
this book will  give you about ten years ' head start 
on all t he "respectabl e "  Forteans and ufologists !  

" I f  t h e  laws o f  t h e  universe are kind, they will 
peve.r b e  found . "  - H .  P. Lovecraft 

(The quotations from Lovecraft were taken from his 
short story The Shadow O ut of Time first published 
in 1 93 6 ). 

The E dge of .Reality by Jacques Vallee and J .  Allen 
Hynek;  Regnery,  Chicago , 1 97 5 ;  paperbound,  $4 . 95 ;  
hardcover,  $ 1 4 . 9 5 ; 3 0 1  page s .  

This g reatly overpriced book consist s  of t h e  
transcripts of a series of discussions between Dr .  
Valle e ,  Dr.  Hynek and a few others,  and is presented 
as • A progress report on Unidentified Flying Obj ects " .  
Highly re adable and often entertaining,  i t  appears to 
be intended as an introduction t o  the subj ect for those 
scientists who are j ust entering the UFO arena.  But 
the conversations are often marred by the s urprising 
naivete of  t he participants even though Vallee and 
Hynek have been deeply involved in the UFO studies 
since t he e arly 1 96 0 ' s .  At one point , Dr .  Hyne k  de­
clares t hat the works of Charles Fort  make him 
"nause ou s " , yet both he and Vallee adhere to  the 
"Forte an lin e "  throughout , expressing annoy anc e ,  
even contempt, for the general attitude of most 
scientists towards the unexplained.  

Dr.  Vallee describes for the first time publicly his 
own UFO sightings , and Dr.  Hynek reveals t hat he 
once photographed a UFO from an airliner (the photos 
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are included ). A chapter t itled "The Night an Occu­
pant Was Shot " summarizes a c ase from the e arly 
1 96 0 ' s  when a group of hunters fired at , and apparent­
ly hit , a being near a grounded UFO. The n e xt day 
one of the men was visited by t wo strangers who 
seemed to be fully informed about t he incident and 
who never bothered to identify themselves .  

Other  c hapters deal w ith the use o f  hypnosis in 
UFO investigation s ,  the intrusion of psychical 
elements in many c as e s ,  the g eneral UFO literature , 
and a "brainstorming" session in which all of the 
prevalent theories and e xplanations are touched upon . 
Most of it will b e  very familiar to the avid flying 
saucer fan and the book will probably become more of  
a curio than an actual c ontribution t o  the subj e c t .  

-J. A . K. 

The Mystery of Atlantis by Charles Berlitz;  Avon 
Books,  New York , 1 97 5 ;  paperbac k ,  $ 1 . 7 5 ;  2 06 pages .  

Just a s  Bigfoot , Nessie and flying saucers have 
captured the public ' s  imagination in t hi s  century , the 
subj ects of  pyramidology and Lost Atlantis enthrall­
ed millions one hundred years ago. Both have since 
declined,  overshadowed by .the s eemingly more prove­
able speculations in monsters and extrat errestrial s .  
But small bands of s cholars,  intermingled w i t h  t h e  
inevitable c rackpots and c on artists,  s till pursue the 
futile g ame of g ue ssing at the hidden meanings in 
the pyramids and the romantic search for a long-lost 
supercivilizatio n .  The literature on both these matters 
is now both voluminous and wearisome . So Charles 
Berlitz ' s  e xhaustive e xamination of the Atlantis myth 
is as refreshing as an open window in a smoke-filled 
room.  

Originally published in  hardcover in 1 96 9 ,  The 
Mystery of Atlantis has b een updated by its author 
for this paperback e dition and contains a succinct 
review of some of the new discoveries of  the past few 
years . Are t he peculiar s tone constructions in the 
waters off t he B ahamas remnants of  Atlantis ? Or was 
it in the Mediterranean ,  as s ome modern scientist s 
now claim ? Did t he massive pillars discovered under 
6 , 000 feet of P ac ific Ocean off the coast of Peru 
belong t o  Atlanti s ?  Or was it riear the Azores as some 
people believe ? Mr.  Berlitz examines all  the lore and 
all �he e videnc e ,  carefully · w eighs the complaints 
of  the sceptics and the  beliefs of the advoc ates , t hen 
choose s side s .  Atlantis is  really out there somewhere , 
he has decided , and he spends part of his busy life 
e xploring the mysterious underwater  world of the 
Bahamas . Thus far his e fforts have produced little 
more than a suntan and this highly readable book. If 
you have room on your crowded book shelves for only 
one Atlant is t ome this year ,  this should be your 
choice .  



Secret Doors of the Earth by Jac ques Bergi e r ;  
Regnery , Chicago ; 1 975 ; 1 5 9  pages . .  

Since co-authoring t h e  b estselling Morning of the 

M agic ians Jacques Bergier has produced a series of 
vague potboilers about extraterrestrial l ife and re­
lated matters , b orrowing heavily from the literature 
already extant .  In this new work he dimly perceives 
some kind of  secret society directing human destiny 
in mysterious ways,  one of the oldest and most t rite 
cult c oncepts around. When he is not being frustrat­
ingly indefinite he  is citing sciencefiction novels as 
his scholarly s ourc e s .  

T h e  "Se c ret  Doors " of t h e  t itle a r e  described i n  
t h e  opening paragraphs of t he fourth c hapt e r :  

" I f  o u r  e arth is a place o f  passage , t here  must 
be  d oors that l e ad to the unknown and t hat open 
from those other r e gions of t he universe onto 
our world . 
"Cert ain daring scientists,  among the first of 
whom is t he American zoologist Ivan T. Sander­
son, have already begun an inventory of the 
possible site-s of such doors . To describe them 
I borrow a t e rm from H. P. Lovecratt , ·the in­
duced gate s ' ,  because I gather t hat we are here 
concerned with artificial phenomena· r ather than 
natural ones . We have not the s lightest idea 
how a d oor  i s  c re ated.  Once it  i s  creat ed ,  how­
ever,  such a d oor makes possible accidental 
passages ,  and this would explain the appear­
ances and disappearances of things and people 

, 

If you w ant t o  find one of t hese " secret doors " 
this book will b e  of no help whatsoever in your 
search. 

Member #2 1 04 has informed us that he has found that 
ACE BOOKS, 1 120 AVE. OF THE AMERICAS, NEW 
YORK, ·NY 10036 publishes Charles Fort ' s  books in 
paperback . A cat alogue is available .  Prices ( add 3 5 ¢  
for postage a n d  handling )  are : 

THE BOOK OF TH E DAMNED 
LO!  
NEW L ANDS 

WILD TALENTS 

$ 1 . 25 
1 . 25 

. 95 

. 95 
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SPECIAL NOTICE : A FORTEAN JOU RN AL NEEDS 

HELP 
TH E NEWS, printed in England , may have to  cease 
publication shortly if new subscriptions and renewals 
are not forth-comin g .  If you are not familiar with this 
fine  Fortean ,  hi-monthly j ournal , we recommend that 
you become familiar with it as s oon as possible . 
Write to : Robert JM Rickard , Post Office Stores ,  
Aldermaston , Berks RG7 4LJ,  England . Subscript ion 
rat e s :  1 year-6 issue s -$ 6 . 6 0 ;  2 years- 1 2  issues­
$ 1 2 . 00  (currency exchange bank fee is included in 
these prices) .  

" Th ere is not  t o  be found,  in all  history ,  any miracle 
attested by a sufficient number of men , of such un­
questioned g ood s ense , education , and · le arnin g ,  as 
to secure us against all delusion in themselve s . " 

--David Hume 

FOLLOW-UP ON THE ANALYSIS OF THE FISH 
MODEL 

In Pursuit ,  July , 1 975 , we printed an article An 
Analysis o f  the Fish Model by Walter N. Webb . This 
article dealt with an evaluation of the astronomical 
model rese arched and c onstructed by Marj orie E .  Fish 
in an effort t o  locate the stars d e picted in the map 
drawn (under post-hypnotic suggestion ) by Betty Hill 
following her alleged contact with aliens.  Recent 
correspondence with Dr. Carl Sagan has emphasized 
the very interesting material which appeared in 
Astronomy magazine :  articles by Dr.  Sagan and D r .  
Steven Soter ,  b o t h  of  Cornell University Center for 
Radiophysics and Space Research , an article by 
Terence Dickinson , and other articles or letters 
related to the s ubj ect . 

We had considered writing an article based on in­
formation in Astronomy , but it would be virtually im­
possible to d o  justice to this material without re­
printing all of it. And now we have learne d that such 
a reprint is  available from Astronomy magazine 
itself. The reprint is titled The Zeta Reticuli Inci­
dent , and is available for $4 . 00 from : Zeta Reprint , 
Astronomy Magazine , 7 5 7  N .  Broadway ,  Suite 204 , 
Milwauke e ,  Wisconsin ,  5 3 20 2 .  

Readers of P ursuit w i l l  undoubtedly find t his 
material to b e  fascinating . 

The UFO Newsclipping Service , 3 5 2 1  S . W .  1 04th,  Seattle , Washington , 9 8 1 4 6 ,  advises us t h at they 
will pro v.ide a minimum o f  2 0  le gal-size pages of repro�uced newspaper clippings dealing with UFO 
report s ,  but also including a good sampling of fortean clippings , once per  month for a price of $5 . 00 per 
month. Sounds like a v e ry worthwhile enterprise , but please note that we are only alerting you to their 
existence,  not e n dorsing the m .  

COPIES FOR DISTRIBUTION 

Each author of a published art icle will receive copies of the issue of Pursuit in which his article 
appears.  
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D r .  Vladimir Markotic - Professor o f  Anthropology , Department of Archaeology , University o f  Albert a,  

Canada (Ethnosociology and Ethnology )  
D r .  Kirtley F.  Mather - Professor o f  Geology ,  Emeritus,  Harvard University . ( Geology )  
Dr.  John R.  Napier - Unit of  Primate Biology , Queen Elizabeth College , University o f  London . ( Physical 

Anthropology) 
Dr.  W. Ted Roth - Assistant Director, Baltimore Zoo , Baltimore , Marylan d .  (Ecologist & Zoogeographer)  
Dr.  Frank B .  Salisbury - Head ,  Plant  Science Department ,  College of Agriculture , Utah State University. 

( Phytochemistry ) 
Dr.  Berthold Eric Schwarz - Consultant (Brain-Wave Laboratory) ,  Essex County Medical Cen ter ,  Cedar 

Grove , New Jers ey . (Mental Sciences )  
D r .  Roger W .  Wescott - Profe ssor and Chairman , Department o f  Anthropology , Drew University , Madison , 

New Jersey . (Cultural Anthropology and Linguisti c s )  
Dr.  A.  Joseph Wraigqt - Chief Geographer,  U . S .  Coast & Geodetic Survey . (Geography and Oceanography) 
Dr.  Robert K. Zuck - Professor and Chairman , Department of Botany, Drew University , M adison , New 

Jersey . (Botany ) 
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